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O St. Joseph, foster father of  

Jesus Christ and true spouse of the  

Virgin Mary, pray for us and the  

suffering and dying of today.

The Voice of Providence: 
Is a non-profit bi-monthly publication 
of the Divine Providence Province of the 
Servants of Charity, a Catholic Religious 
Congregation founded by Saint Louis 
Guanella, (1842–1915).

Mission:
The divine call places the Servants of Charity 
in the heart of the Church, making us share 
more deeply in her mission in the world and 
especially in her care for the poor. In the 
Church, we are witnesses of God’s fatherly 
love and of the sacred value of each person, 
even of the least gifted. 
In collaboration with the people of goodwill, 
we endeavor to safeguard the least ones so 
that we work toward building a better world, 
open to Christ and His Gospel.
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The Fear of “For Ever”
By Fr.  Joseph Rinaldo, SdC

Many weddings are celebrated during the month of June. 
Almost 40 percent of those end in divorce. 
Many of these couples, even 
before they get married, 
think that fidelity for the rest 
of their life is very difficult, 
if not impossible. Many 
people are afraid to make 
commitments forever. I met 
a nice young man and told 
him that I was getting old and 
needed someone to replace 
me as a priest. He replied: “I 
would like that, but only for 
ten years or so.” Today the 
world moves so fast; things 
constantly change; nothing 
lasts too long. This mentality 
affects young couples as well: 
“we stay married as long as 
we are in love.” And Then? 

Then, we need to ask the 
question: “What is love?” 
Love is not a physical 
attraction or a natural urge 
common to all animals. 
True love is a growing 
relationship; it needs to be 
built, like building a house where the couple will go to live. The house is built together, 
not alone. Building means helping the other to grow to the best of his or her ability. As 
the engaged couple prepares to grow together to build this house and to live together 
forever, they do not want to build it on the sands of transitory feelings, but on the rock 
of true love, the love that comes from God. The family is born from this project of love 
which wants to grow like the building of the house, a place of affection, help, hope and 
support.
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The love of God is unchanging and forever. The same is the love on which the family is 
founded. We should not be overcome by the culture of the provisional. Thus, how do we 
cure the fear of “forever?” There is no magic cure. This fear will vanish by trusting each 
other and by both entrusting themselves to the Lord Jesus in a daily life which becomes 
a spiritual journey. This journey is made in small steps, steps of common growth, made 
of commitments to become men and women of mature faith. “Forever” is not just a 
matter of duration. A marriage is not successful just because of its duration. Its quality is 
very important as well.

On this important journey constant prayer is necessary. He prays for her and she for 
him and both pray together. Ask Jesus to multiply your love. In the Our Father we ask: 
“Give us this day our daily bread.” Spouses can learn to pray: “Lord, give us this day our 
daily love,” because daily love is the true bread of the soul, that which sustains them to 
move on. Life together is an art, a patient walk, beautiful and fascinating. It does not 
stop when we fall in love… actually it starts right there. This daily walk together has 
some guidelines: the same we teach our children as they grow up: Please, Thank you, 
and I am sorry.

Please is the gentle request to access the life of another with respect and attention. The 
spouses need to learn how to ask, to share, to confide. True love is expressed in courtesy 
and avoids hardness and aggressiveness. Saint Francis is quoted saying: “Courtesy is a 
quality of God, and courtesy is sister to charity, which extinguishes hatred and preserves 
love.” 

Thank you. Apparently it is easy to pronounce these words; but it is not like that. We 
teach it to our children, but we forget it. Gratitude is a divine feeling. It has the same 
Greek root as Eucharist, the good grace. Gratitude is a flower which grows in noble soil. 
A graceful soul is necessary to grow this flower. Spouses need to discover that the other 
person is a gift from God and we say thank you to God for his gifts. Spouses are gifts 

True love is a growing relationship; 
it needs to be built, like building 

a house where the couple will go to live. 
The house is built together, not alone… 
they do not want to build it on the sands 
of transitory feelings, but on the rock of 
true love, the love that comes from God.”
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from God to each other. Thank you is not just a word to use for outsiders to be polite. 
Reciprocal appreciation is necessary to grow happily in married life.

I am sorry. The Bible says that the just man sins seven times a day. We all make 
mistakes, big and small, on a daily basis. We are good in blaming others to justify 
ourselves. This attitude started long ago with Adam and Eve. “Adam! You ate of the 
fruit?” No, God, Eve gave it to me!” This is an instinct which produces many disasters. 
A noble heart learns to admit its mistakes, apologizes and asks for forgiveness. “Sorry, 
I raised my voice; sorry I am late; I had a bad day at work, and I took it out on you, I 
am sorry; I am sorry, I forgot; I know I appeared distant this week, I am sorry; I should 
not have said that in front of the children, I am truly sorry.” We are all sinners: we know 
that the perfect family, the perfect husband or the perfect wife do not exist. Jesus knows 
us and wants to teach us a secret: do not close the day without asking forgiveness of 
each other if we want peace and love in our house and in our family. It is expected and 
understood that spouses argue and even get angry. Please, says Jesus, do not let the sun 
go down without reconciling with each other. This is my secret for you, because I 
love you. 

I remember my parents arguing and getting angry with one another. When we children 
celebrated their fiftieth anniversary, I asked them: “Who tolerated the other most?”  
The answer came quick and sure from both of them looking  
at one another: “Both of us!” It brought tears to my eyes.  
It was the best testimony from my parents. 
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We are continuously compelled by a divine inspiration to 
act on what we can do and pray for what we cannot afford 
to accomplish. God will grant us the capacity to fulfill the 
dreams that nourish our soul.

Our time is fast-paced, full of commitment and urgency, and often there is little time for 
prayer. It’s true that the desire to pray is already a prayer, but the soul must feel inhabited 
and sustained by thoughts that have the flavor of eternity .

The Silence of Joseph 
has its Roots in Trust
The carpenter restores the broken dream of 
God to save humankind

By Fr. Mario Carrera, SdC, General Director of the Pious Union of St. Joseph
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I think about the daily life of St. Joseph at his 
home in Nazareth: a sunrise full of light and an 
afternoon illuminated by the colors of the sunset. 
Even the sound of the ax, hammer and saw 
gave a soul to the silence surrounding him, and 
prayer flowed spontaneously from his lips as his 
eyes rose up to the sky, thanking God with all his 
heart for his providential presence in his life. 

The silence of Joseph is proverbial. The Virgin 
Mary speaks three times. There is a “Yes” that 
revolutionizes the whole story; there is a song 
that tells the custody of a loving God for the 
poor; and, at Cana, there is a request for the benefit of a young couple that are left 
without wine, for them Jesus performs His first miracle by turning water into wine.

The Blessed Mother has traced the perfect relationship with God: the availability to 
do His will, the appreciation and gratitude for the gifts obtained, and an invocation in 
times of distress.

The Gospels narrate the obedience of Joseph to the desires of God. However, the silence 
of Joseph is the final stage of the many “Yeses” that the people of God gave throughout 
the centuries: from the “Yes” of Abraham to the “Yes” of the Virgin Mary, from whom 
Jesus, the long-awaited Messiah, is born.

Five times St. Joseph is invited by an angel to act. The obedience of Joseph, “the just 
man,” was the echo of the centuries-old “Yes” pronounced by men and women called to 
cooperate with God in the history of salvation. 

Joseph never praised Him for the role that God had entrusted to him, and his silence 
is considered to be the echoes in the canticle of the “Magnificat.” He joined his wife in 
saying: “We are nothing but you, Lord, endowed us with everything.”

And then, through the intercession of St. Joseph, we, too, could say: “Grant us, Lord, 
to fully understand our total dependence on You and to love it, because recognizing 
what You give every day, we acknowledge Your love without boundaries. Give us, 
Lord, humility to accept ourselves for what we are and what You have desired from us 
by calling us to life. Give us patience to bear our spiritual and physical poverty and to 
remain in waiting for Your gift. Maybe even the tedium and boredom that sometimes 
pervade us, are your gifts, Lord, to take away the pride of feeling like the protagonist in 
a play, and not led by Your grace, and also to teach us perseverance to serve You even in 
times of darkness. Give us, O Lord, the gentle patience of the buds that, after winter, are 
waiting to blossom and then be transformed into delicious fruits in season set by your 
constant presence and grace.” 
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St. Joseph deserves a beautiful Shrine. Why? Certainly not 
for his glory, for he is already a Blessed in heaven and close 
to the Virgin Mary. 

From there, he contemplates Jesus; born of the Virgin and sacrificed on the cross, rising 
from the dead and now gloriously seated at the right hand of the Father. And where 
is the Holy Spirit? He is with the Father and the Son, because He is the Love eternally 
communicating between them. He gave visible shape to the Son, incarnated in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary. He supported Joseph in his difficult choice to welcome Mary 
into his home and to be her faithful and upright husband. He descended upon Jesus 
when He was baptized in the waters of the Jordan. He was the supreme gift sent by Jesus 
when, breaking the way, He gave shape to the Church and continually sustained her as 
she passed through the sometimes stormy seas on the boat steered by Peter.

Someone said that the first millennium of the Christian era belongs to the Father who 
made manifest His mercy through the holocaust of his beloved incarnate Son on the 
cross. The second millennium manifests the Son’s redeeming mission to all nations 
through the work of the many missionaries who reached the ends of the world. The 
third millennium, that has just begun, is announced as the “Millennium of the Holy 
Spirit,” who is already breaking the way with his power in order to bring all nations 
under the scepter of Christ, Prince of peace and Savior of the world.

What does this have to do with the Shrine of St. Joseph? We want it to become more 
beautiful to serve as a reminder to our pilgrims that the Holy Spirit is the one who 
transforms the world, and not those who believe that they can succeed without 
God’s help.

The main wall of the Shrine is empty, and there are ten windows which in their 
transparency keep us from perceiving and experiencing the mystery of grace that we 
celebrate daily. We would like to transform the clear glass with the colors and warmth of 
the Eucharistic feast and the Christian message, to depict the story of Mary and Joseph 
whom the angels visited and helped bravely walk the path that God reserved for them. 

In memory of her late husband, a widow has commissioned the purchase and 
installation of a stained glass rose window depicting the Holy Spirit. On the windows 

We Want to Give St. Joseph a 

Beautiful House 
By Fr. Paul Oggioni SdC
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beside the cross, there will be two angels showing the faithful the Eucharistic 
bread and wine; the gifts of the supreme sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. The ten 
windows on the lateral walls will show scenes from the life of the Holy Family. 

Entering the Shrine of St. Joseph, our pilgrims will be welcomed by the light 
coming through the window of the Holy Spirit; they will be inspired by the 
example of Mary and Joseph’s faith in dealing with the challenges they face daily 
on the roads of the world. 

We hope that other generous benefactors will cooperate in the completion of 
this project. Jesus assured us that those who walk with Him will not remain in 
darkness, for the Holy Spirit whom He sent, is the light that leads our steps and 
transforms our weaknesses into strength and courageous hope.
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There are many devotees of St. Joseph that ask us to pray 
every day to Saint Joseph, in whom they place their trust. 
In fact, St. Joseph is a powerful intercessor. Some ask for 
the grace of healing for themselves or for a loved one. 
Others, who are unemployed, ask the favor of finding a job 
to support their family. 

A member of the Pious Union sent me a letter saying that he prayed for almost a 
year asking St. Joseph to help him sell his house because he was no longer able to 
provide for the needs of his children. His hope was not disappointed: after a year 
he found a good and remunerative job. With his family he thanked St. Joseph for 
having preserved their home. There are some who ask prayers for a return to faith 
and repentance of a member of their family who is dying. A lady wrote asking for 
the intercession of St. Joseph so that her husband would receive the last Sacraments. 
A few days before his death the husband asked for a priest, and died with peace of 
mind and a heart reconciled with the Lord. There are parents and grandparents 
asking for the intercession of St. Joseph so that their children and grandchildren 
may return to religious practice.

Every day during Mass celebrated at the Shrine, when we pray the Rosary and adore 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, we ardently ask St. Joseph to be the intercessor 
before God of the requests of the devotees who confidently turn to him.

We were impressed by the letters we received from three inmates who are serving 
their sentences: one in a prison in the north, another in the east, and the third in 
the western United States. The three expressed their gratitude to St. Joseph because 
he is helping them, so that the time of expiation for their mistakes becomes fruitful 
for their personal Christian commitment.

Dear Staff,

I have been incarcerated in Michigan for the past 38 years. I am a very devout, 
conservative Catholic and I love evangelizing those in the Michigan prison system. 
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With the help of the Holy Spirit I have helped bring more than 100 guys into the 
Church.

I would like to have a Gregorian Mass (30 Masses for 30 consecutive days) said for 
two women who were very close to me and who died a few years ago—one is my mom 
and the other a dear friend.

I have been saving for these Gregorian Masses for nearly four years but when the 
average wage in prison is just 75 cents per day it takes a long time to get the money I 
need. 

In Mary’s loving arms,

TM

Dear Fr. Paul,

I am taking this time to write a thank you letter because yesterday when I came back 
from work in the kitchen, I had a letter waiting on my bed that had a card with the 
membership to the Pious Union of St. Joseph. It made me so happy, I thanked God. I 
pray everyday for all of you and the suffering & dying. Thank you for all your love and 
prayers. God Bless,

IA

PS. If you have little icons of St. Joseph I can tape to my locker while I pray I would 
appreciate one.

Dearest Pious Union of St. Joseph,

Thank you for sending me your ‘Now and at the Hour’ magazine! I am Pentecostal, 
but I find a lot of comfort in the Catholic faith! What do you believe about healing? I 
have bi-polar disorder and schizophrenia. I have been to a Catholic Church before and 
find the people there very peaceful and helpful. Please send me some literature and 
books if possible on how to convert to Catholicism.

JK

Dear Friends, 
We pray for you and for all those asking for the intercession of St. Joseph. How 
could Jesus, who obeyed St. Joseph during his earthly life, not answer the requests 
of those who place their trust in him?

Fr. Paul
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Bishop Aurelio Bacciarini’s life was 
dominated by the desire to witness 
the love of God for His creatures 
through the sincerity of faith 
and deeds. Faith was the steering 
wheel that directed the path of his 
existence. 

Through faith he accepted the hardships of his childhood; faith tempered the fervor 
of his adolescence; faith sustained him during the intense formation period in the 
seminary; faith nourished his effective pastoral ministry, his religious life in the 
Guanellian congregation and finally in the taxing episcopal ministry. Bacciarini lived 
fully aware and always led by the light of Jesus’ words: “You did not choose me, I have 
chosen you.” (Jn 15, 16).

The Servant of God was born in Lavertezzo, Ticino, Switzerland on November 8, 1873. 
He was the seventh child of a humble family. He was baptized the following day and 
was confirmed at the age of seven. Since childhood Aurelio showed an alert intelligence 
and an affable character. On these natural gifts rested the grace of God assisted by 
constant prayer in the family and the parish.

In this context, his vocation to the priesthood grew and developed. Bacciarini was 
ordained in Lugano in 1897.

The parish of Arzo was Bacciarini’s first apostolate; next he was assigned to the 
seminaries of Lugano and Pollegio as formator and teacher. Everywhere he worked, he 
left a bright legacy of faith.

 “The love of Christ urges us.” (2 Cor 5, 14).The yearning of the Apostle Paul burned in 
the soul of the young priest, energized his choices and directed his actions. Searching 
for a higher level of Christian perfection, in 1906 he asked his bishop permission to join 
the young congregation of the Servants of Charity founded by St. Louis Guanella. He 
professed on March 24, 1908.

The Servant of God:
Bishop Aurelio Bacciarini, SdC, 1873–1935
By Fr. Joseph Rinaldo, SdC
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A formidable experience was waiting for Fr. Aurelio: he became the first pastor of the 
new Parish of St. Joseph at Trionfale, close to Vatican City. For this task, Father Guanella 
offered Pius X the best priest of his congregation. Father Bacciarini went to work 
among his people and, in a short time, transformed an indifferent and precarious mass 
of people into a field of rich harvest and Christian values. He brought his people back to 
the sacraments and organized the parish with prophetic and innovative intuitions. 

His charity toward his 
neighbors became heroic when, 
in 1915, during the earthquake 
in Marsica, he took several 
trips to the disaster area of 
Avezzano to assist the survivors 
by giving hospitality in Rome 
to orphan children, elderly, sick 
and wounded people. 

Upon Father Guanella’s 
death, Aurelio Bacciarini was 
elected Superior General of 
the Congregation. In this role, 
he applied his energies with 
fervor and diligence to cultivate 
the spirit of the Founder and 
compile the Constitutions.

Less than two years later, Pope 
Benedict XV communicated 
to him his election to titular 
bishop of Daulia and Apostolic 
Administrator of Lugano. To the 
objection of Fr. Bacciarini that 
he did not feel up to that task, 
the Pope replied by sending him 
his cross and ring.

Taking possession of his episcopal seat, Bishop Bacciarini pronounced words that 
indicated the direction of his ministry. “I place my frail life on your heads like on an 
altar and intend to devote it to the wellbeing and salvation of all.” Since the beginning 
he wanted to designate the Sacred Heart of Jesus as the source of holiness for his people 
and promoted the consecration of families to the Sacred Heart.

The Patrimony of his episcopal ministry includes his pastoral letters, the congresses, 
the diocesan pilgrimages, the visits to the parishes, the special care for the seminary, 
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the vocations and most of all his witness throughout his long painful illness. In time 
his health kept deteriorating and several hospitalizations were necessary. But what his 
illness did not allow him to do was compensated by constant prayer and the yearning 
participation in the events of his people. His suffering, accepted in an act of self-
consecration as a victim, was the most authentic lesson of holiness. Like many other 
saints, Bacciarini suffered the agony of the “dark night” of pain, doubt and temptation. 
In this last trial, the power of Christian hope triumphed. 

Bishop Aurelio died, consumed in the flesh for his love of souls, in the late evening 
on June 27, 1935, in Sorengo near Lugano. The liturgy was celebrating the feast of the 
Sacred Heart, the heart he loved so much and made loved by so many. Immediately 
people testified the common knowledge that a saint had died. The funeral was such a 
show of love that many people were not able to enter the cathedral. 

Based on his reputation of holiness, on July 1, 1946, the Diocese of Lugano opened the 
Informative Process which was closed on March 25, 1964. The validity of the process 
was recognized by the Congregation for the Cause of Saints with the Decree of July 
9, 1982. The team of theologians met on March 30, 2007. The team of Cardinals and 
Bishops met on January 22, 2008, and recognized that the Servant of God, Aurelio 
Bacciarini, practiced the theological and cardinal virtues to a heroic degree.

A complete and accurate report of all the of above meetings, findings and conclusions 
was presented to the Supreme Pontiff Benedict XVI who solemnly confirmed that the 
theological virtues of faith, hope and love toward God and neighbors, as well as the 
cardinal virtues of prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance, were practiced in an 
heroic degree by the Servant of God Aurelio Bacciarini from the Servants of Charity 
Congregation, and Apostolic Administrator of Lugano. 
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The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and the Eucharist
By  Don Giuseppe, SdC

The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
is the human expression 
and an artistic rendition  
of the love of Jesus for 
each one of us. 

Jesus loves us individually, not 
collectively. The true sign of the love 
of Jesus is the Eucharist. He wanted to 
remain among us in body and blood in 
the Eucharist: the total manifestation 
of the love of Jesus and the Holy 
Trinity. “For the believer in Christ, the 
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus is great hope, 
and to the non-believer is a great offer.” 
(St. Louis Guanella). 

The sacrament of the Eucharist, a 
continuing miracle among us, is the life 
of Jesus Christ in its most intriguing 
form. Though this life can be a “valley of 
tears,” there is the grace that makes our 
hearts rejoice, because we are not alone, 
and our Savior abides with us. 

The Eucharist, Jesus Christ Himself, is that ongoing visible event of life, the ongoing 
Incarnation at the heart of the Church, and we see that the Light has set His tent among 
us. Realizing that Jesus is here with us, we joyfully say with St. Peter, “Lord, it is good for 
us to be here.” (Mt 17,4) If we really believe He is present, then, by our trusting faith, His 
presence gives back to us joy and gratitude, which requires from us certain behaviors 
in our life. His healing presence restores our humanity, even in the midst of suffering. 
Even before the Heart of Jesus was pierced by a lance, He offered His body and blood in 
the Upper Room where the miracle of the Eucharist started. The Christians in Jerusalem, 
at the beginning of the Church, were very few and found courage only in the presence 
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of Christ. Today, we too, need to realize that Christ is with us, and find courage in His 
Presence. 

Jesus cried on the cross: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”(Mt 27,46) This 
is the cry of a suffering human being, a cry that did not yield to defeat, but went on to 
victory, because “we are more than conquerors through him who has loved us.” (Rm 8,37) 
Resisting the tendency to see ourselves as victims, which leads to self-pity, requires 
patience and determination. While we may feel alone, Christ is our hope, joy and 
freedom.

To whom do we turn in our suffering? Where is our attention focused when we 
are enduring pain? Let us recall the “woman afflicted with hemorrhage for twelve 
years, who was unable to be cured by anyone... She touched the tassel of his cloak and 
immediately her bleeding stopped.” (Lk 8,43-44) Today, we turn to Jesus with a vibrant 
and determined faith. We touch not the edge of his cloak, but His very body, blood, soul 
and divinity. For us who have the Eucharist, it is the most efficacious and mysterious 
means by which we touch Jesus. He walks among us, as He walked in the company of 
the disciples of Emmaus. He is present in all our sufferings. We are confident that He 
has not forsaken us and will never leave us orphans, (Jn 14,18). When we suffer, we 
should not be discouraged! The Eucharist is Jesus’ most powerful statement of his desire 
to be with us, in our joyful moments as well as in our difficulties and challenges now 
and forever. “Do not be afraid little flock,” (Lk 12,32), “I am with you until the end of 
time.” (Mt 28,20)

The gift of His Sacred Body and Blood may often be taken for granted. We are in union 
with Jesus as we partake of His Body and Blood. In the act of communion, we are 
invited to become one with Jesus, to become ourselves, a Eucharist. When we receive 
the Body of Christ in faith, we begin to walk with Him and in Him. As Jesus gave 
Himself to humanity, we too have to give our time and talents to the service of others, 

The sacrament of the Eucharist, a 
continuing miracle among us, is the 

life of Jesus Christ in its most intriguing 
form. Though this life can be a ‘valley of 
tears,’ there is the grace that makes our 
hearts rejoice, because we are not alone, 
and our Savior abides with us.” 
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by our charity, collaboration and solidarity. Be proud of our Catholic Church, the 
pioneer in serving the poor, the needy and the sick, with institutions, hospitals, clinics 
and social services spread across continents throughout the world, even before the 
creation of states. Certain that He is here, let us release our fears and hold firm to hope. 
Living in this freedom will enable us to join others in their suffering, embracing them, 
recognizing in them the Suffering One. And when, in the love of Christ, we embrace the 
person in front of us who is suffering, that person begins a clearer understanding that 
God has not forsaken him. In this concrete way, we live out the event of the Eucharist.

Should some of you find joy and fruitfulness in your suffering, you are greatly blessed. 
But some may not, and therefore, I encourage you to “overcome the feeling of the 
uselessness of suffering, which consumes a person from within, and makes one feel a 
burden to those around, when in reality, suffering which is lived with Jesus, assists in the 
salvation of your brethren.” (Benedict XVI, Blessing of the Sick, Fatima, 2010).

We pray: Heart of Jesus, patient and most merciful; Heart of Jesus, source of all 
consolation; Heart of Jesus, our life and resurrection; Heart of Jesus, our peace and our 
reconciliation; Heart of Jesus, salvation of those who trust in Thee. Have mercy on us.



St. John Paul II



St. John XXIII
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A 
Faithful  

Friend
By St. Louis Guanella
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To speak evil of a faithful friend is the worst and most injurious 
thing one can do. Jesus Christ is the faithful friend of men. 
Who will ever speak evil of him? ...Yet there are such ones who 
murmur against him. Above all, there are individuals who state 
that Jesus does not care for us, and consider miserable those 
who here on earth have nothing but the ability to recommend 
themselves to God. Yet, isn’t it a great comfort to entrust oneself 
to Jesus Christ? Recall the story of the multiplication of the 
loaves and fishes in the Gospel of St. Mark 8,1-9.

What an insult they do to God those who do not trust Him! Jesus Christ had invited 
them to listen to His preaching; He sees them now in serious need and worked a 
miracle of providence. 
Jesus Christ is a friend 
who never abandons 
anyone. “Let us live, 
then,” St. Paul urges, “a 
life of faith in the Son of 
God who loved me and 
gave Himself for me.” 
(Gal 2,20) Let us have 
confidence because, 
after all, Jesus Christ is a 
faithful friend.

It happens at times that, 
taking a walk on fresh 
snow, you are suddenly 
hit by a snowball. You turn around with anger, but then you realize that it was a good 
friend of yours who threw the snowball at you. Thus immediately your spirit changes 
and you lovingly smile to the one who wanted to greet you in that courteous way.

Journeying on the path of this life, it often happens that we are hit by the shot of an 
illness, or a famine or drought may visit us, or the shot of death may strike one of our 
loved ones. We resent that, but then we look up to heaven. The Lord who is our friend 
seems to sweetly smile at us. We, then, respond back with a smile and say in our heart, 
“Whatever comes down from above cannot hurt us, for it is God who sends it to us, 
God who loved me so much, who did so much for my salvation.” After reasoning in this 
fashion, tranquility returns to our spirit.
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Let us keep this in mind always. Let us think of God being present to us, like a child 
consistently keeps his eyes on his father. Let us say, “God sees me, God provides for His 
children.” “Neither in my youth,” the Psalmist says, “nor now that I am old, have I seen a 
just man forsaken or his descendants begging bread.” (Ps 37,25)

Look at the Divine Savior in the midst of His beloved crowds. I wish we could 
understand the beat of Jesus’ heart! It is enough to recall that the Son of the Eternal 
Father made the journey from heaven to earth in order to visit us. If a friend had 
travelled from America to visit one of you here in Italy, would you ever doubt and 
question, “Does my friend love me?” 
Take a look at the Divine Savior. His 
words come from a loving heart, so 
they are like a smile from heaven. 
His discourses are heard by our ears 
and go to our hearts. Jesus points at 
the beautiful paradise with His right 
hand while He lends His left to all of 
us to ascend there.

While He satisfies the appetites of 
our soul, Jesus sees to it that our 
hunger is appeased. Thousands of 
people were listening to him, yet 
after blessing seven loaves and a few 
little fish, He fed them all. How many 
times has it happened that in praying 
to God in time of need we have seen 
our daily bread miraculously come 
down from heaven? St. Francis of 
Assisi cared only for praying to God 
and serving Him, and then waited 
for God to provide for him.

After sacrificing Himself on Calvary, 
the Divine Savior offers Himself 
every day on the altar in the Most 
Holy Sacrament. How can it be 
possible that Jesus, who is willing to 
give Himself as food and drink in the Eucharistic Sacrament, would deny the necessary 
assistance for our soul as well as for our body, when we pray to Him in love?

Being so many of us here on earth, God does not fail to provide for each of us with 
equal affection as if there were only one to be attended. It might be that a man who has 
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numerous friends could not satisfy all their expectations, because he cannot always do 
what his heart would suggest. Yet the Lord is rich and powerful. He counts His loved 
ones one by one, better than a father counting the children who surround him. The 
Lord revealed this to more than one faithful soul: Jesus loves an individual soul so much 
that, if needed, He would willingly die for the salvation of that single soul.

Let us do good. Then, in any difficulty of soul and body, let us have full confidence in 
the Lord.

We will profit from it rather than God. The Lord is blessed already on His own, while 
we can neither live nor die without Him. However, how blessed we will be if we entrust 
ourselves to God! The Lord revealed something magnificent to more than one soul dear 
to Himself. He said, ‘Think of Me and I will think of you.” Think of two friends who 
have become one in mind and heart. Isn’t it true that the good of one is also the good 
of the other? Let us enter the sanctuary of a loving family. Isn’t it true that whatever the 
father possesses the children also enjoy, and that the good of one of the children is also 
the good of the others?

Such a thing calls for sincerity of heart. St. Francis De Sales said, “If I knew that a fiber 
of my heart did not beat with love for God, I would eradicate it at any cost or pain.” A 
friend feels bad when he sees that his friend does not confide to him all the secrets of 
his heart up to the end. How much worse will God feel in finding out that we give only 
a part of the love of our heart to Him?

Let us silence the complaint that is heard on earth, “What is the purpose of 
recommending ourselves to God? What help does one get by going to church 
when he is torn inside by hunger?...” Such discourses are sacrilegious at times, and 
certainly always injurious to the goodness of God. Let’s go, why do we delay? We have 
understood that God loves us more than our own loving father does. Let us entrust 
ourselves to the hands of God like a child in the arms of his mother, and we will never 
more have to fear any evil.

“God loves us more than our own 
loving father does. Let us entrust 

ourselves to the hands of God like a 
child in the arms of his mother, and we 
will never more have to fear any evil.”
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The third millennium has witnessed many 
wonders in the history of the Catholic 
Church in India. The Jesus Tower is one 
very unusual wonder at Vatluru, in the 
state of Andhra Pradesh. The popularly 
known Jesus Tower is located on a national 
expressway crossroad within the Sacred 
Heart Parish served by the Servants of 
Charity. This one hundred year old church 
was built by the PIME missionaries who 
sowed the seeds of faith in the hearts 
of the local people. The first Catholics 
were baptized in 1918, and in 1936 the 
church was established as a parish with 
the name: Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. The 
tireless evangelization and hard work of 
the missionaries increased the Catholic 
population thanks to their religious 
education and faith formation. In 1982, 
the parish added an orphanage to serve the 
needs of the street children. For the third 
millennium, the parish ventured in a new 
project. The first stone of the Jesus Tower’s 
construction was laid on March 25, 2000, 
the feast day of the Annunciation. The Jesus 
Tower was inaugurated on June 6, 2001, 
since then it has become a pilgrim center 
for all travelers on the national highway. 
God is glorified and Christ is announced 
daily, when thousands of travelers, 
regardless of faith or religion, stop at the 
Jesus Tower to pray and invoke the blessing 
of God for a safe journey. 

The Jesus Tower is a six story spiral 
structure containing a variety of images 

The Jesus Tower
By Fr. Peter Sebastian, SdC
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of Jesus, Mary and many saints. The entrance of the shrine introduces the pilgrims 
to the image of the Pieta backed by a cross. On either side stands the image of St. 
Joseph and St. Anthony. The image of our Lady of Good Health on the first floor 
draws the attention of every passerby. The top of the shrine gives a view of the whole 
city of Eluru.

The main feast of the shrine is celebrated every year on the last day of February. A 
novena of masses, prayers and charismatic meetings are conducted to prepare the 
people for spiritual renewal. On the Feast Day, the local bishop presides over the 
Eucharistic celebration and blesses the devotees of all faiths. More than five thousand 
meals are offered that day to the pilgrims who arrive on foot from more than fifty cities 
and villages. The prayers and enthusiasm sometimes are overwhelming. During the 
day, the band will play and a motorcade will tour the closest villages carrying the saints 
in procession. Stages are set up for educational and cultural performances. The parish 
choir sings all day to express the devotion of the people.

The devotion to the Shrine of the Jesus Tower is not limited to this day. The Holy 
Rosary is recited at the Shrine every Saturday, beginning with a Eucharistic procession 
from the parish church to the shrine. Special masses are offered on various occasions, 
especially when the sick are brought to the shrine for prayers of healing and blessings. 
During Lent, the pilgrims come to the shrine and vow a time of sacrifice and charity 
toward the needy and the outcast. The Word of God and the Love of God are 
announced both to believers and unbelievers and God works his miracles of faith.
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Actually, there are reports of real miracles taking place at the Shrine. Recently, a little 
girl from a poor family in the parish was expelled from school because her parents 
could not afford the tuition. She went to pray at the shrine. As she was leaving, trusting 
God, an unknown pilgrim gave her the exact amount needed to continue school for 
another year. On another occasion a heavy truck transporting gas cylinders crashed 
on the national highway a few yards away from Jesus Tower. If those gas cylinders had 
exploded, as expected, properties would have been destroyed and lives lost within a 
six mile radius. Experts and government officials could not hide their amazement. 
The following day, newspapers reported the event as a miracle of God obtained by the 
constant prayers of pilgrims and devotees who visit the Jesus Tower Shrine.

The Servants of Charity have the pastoral responsibility of the Sacred Heart Parish of 
Vatluru and the Jesus Tower shrine. Typical of their charism, the Servants of Charity 
have made charity the core of their pastoral ministry. The facilities of the orphanage 
have been improved and enlarged. They provide a daily meal to the abandoned elderly. 
Evening school, as well as medical help, is offered to the poor and needy children from 
eight area villages. At the Jesus Tower, they continue to announce the love of God for all, 
especially the poor.



The Joy of Pope Francis
By Fr. Joseph Rinaldo, SdC

Pope Francis has published his first teaching document 
entitled The Joy of Evangelization. 

Towards the end of Benedict’s papacy a synod was convened on “the new 
evangelization.” Pope Francis continued the synod’s work which gave him license to 
add anecdotes and pastoral tips, “I was happy to take up the request of the fathers of 

the synod to write this exhortation.” 
It provided Francis an opportunity 
to roll out all the things he has been 
saying that have put a spring in the 
step of many Catholics who think 
this Pope is good news, having a deep 
pastoral sense, a strong commitment 
to the poor, and a resolute conviction 
that Rome does not have all the 
answers.

To sum up the 50,000 words in a few 
phrases, I would say his message is: 
The Gospel really 

is good news especially for the poor and anyone who takes 
the sufferings of the world seriously. The church doors 
are open to everyone. We are not a ghetto. We engage 
with the world and have something to say. Get out 
there. Do something to help your neighbor. Do it 
joyfully. Do it with passion. The Church is here to 
help, not to hinder. But don’t expect Rome to have all 
the answers. Don’t be afraid to make mistakes. And 
do something to change the unjust economic 
structures of the world. 

It’s refreshing that he liberally 
quotes statements by 
bishops’ gatherings from 
various parts of the world 
including Oceania. He 
takes decentralization and 
subsidiarity seriously. 
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How refreshing to have a Pope write: “It is not advisable for the Pope to take the place 
of local bishops in the discernment of every issue which arises in their territory. In this 
sense, I am conscious of the need to promote a sound ‘decentralization.’” However, 
“mere administration can no longer be enough. Throughout the world, let us be 
permanently in a state of mission. Excessive centralization, rather than proving helpful, 
complicates the Church’s life and her missionary outreach.”

He happily quotes our bishops of Oceania asking that the Church “develop an 
understanding and a presentation of the truth of Christ working from the traditions 
and cultures of the region,” and inviting “all missionaries to work in harmony with 
indigenous Christians so as to ensure that the faith and the life of the Church be 
expressed in legitimate forms appropriate for each culture.”

We cannot demand that peoples of every continent, in expressing their Christian faith, 
imitate modes of expression which European nations developed at a particular moment 
of their history, because the faith cannot be constricted to the limits of understanding 
and expression of any one culture. It is an indisputable fact that no single culture can 
exhaust the mystery of our redemption in Christ.

While not promising any changes to Church teaching on abortion, contraception, 
divorce and remarriage, he offers real hope of sacramental hospitality being offered in 
local churches.

The Church is called to be the house of the Father, with doors always wide open. One 
concrete sign of such openness is that our church doors should always be open, so that 
if someone, moved by the Spirit, goes there looking for God, he or she will not find a 
closed door.
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This is especially true of the sacrament which itself is ‘the door’: baptism. The Eucharist, 
although it is the fullness of sacramental life, is not a prize for the perfect but a powerful 
medicine and nourishment for the weak. These convictions have pastoral consequences 
that we are called to consider with prudence and boldness.

The reservation of the priesthood to males, as a sign of Christ the spouse who gives 
himself in the Eucharist, is not a question open to discussion, but it can prove especially 
divisive if sacramental power is too closely identified with power in general.

We need to determine if “the possible role of women in decision-making in different 
areas of the Church’s life” could include the power to contribute to theological 
discussion and the shaping of the magisterium and to canonical discussion about 
sanctions for participating in theological discussion on set topics. 

As Pope Francis says, “Demands that the legitimate rights of women be respected, based 
on the firm conviction that men and women are equal in dignity, present the Church 
with profound and challenging questions which cannot be lightly evaded.” 

This exhortation contains some wonderful material but Francis makes no pretense to 
having all the answers. But he has done a lot with this exhortation to move the Church 
back into the world and to open the Church to all sinners without discrimination.

He makes appealing his vision of a Church that is “bruised, hurting and dirty because 
it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being 
confined and from clinging to its own security.”



28   |   Vocations

i.d. 916
Discovering our 
Deepest Identity
Peter Burak

What is a disciple? Webster defines the word as someone who 
accepts and helps to spread the teachings of a famous person 
and one of a group of twelve men who were sent out to spread 
the teachings of Jesus Christ. So are there still disciples today 
and how do they live out the mission of evangelization?

Most Christians today are not likely to call themselves disciples. Perhaps they don’t feel 
qualified to evangelize, or maybe they feel that job is for the religious. But if we look 
again at Webster’s definition, Christians are truly disciples called to spread the Good 
News. Jesus did not send the Apostles out alone, He sent them out in pairs. He would 
not expect us to go out alone today either, but in the world today how can we navigate 
what Pope Benedict XVI described as a ‘crisis of discipleship?’

In October of 2011, a group of young adults from Ann Arbor led by Peter and Debbie 
Herbeck of Renewal Ministries traveled to Harbor Springs, MI to answer that question 
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and discern God’s will regarding Catholic young adult ministry. The weekend was filled 
with communion, worship, and listening to the Lord. By the end of the weekend it was 
clear that God was asking them to begin a discipleship and evangelistic effort for young 
adults. As an outreach of Renewal Ministries, i.d.916 benefits from over thirty years 
of Catholic renewal and evangelization. Over the past two years the mission, vision, 
language, and method of i.d.916 has continued to be tested, refined, and applied.

In response to the call for a new evangelization, i.d.916 seeks to establish communities 
of missionary disciples and to provide opportunities for young adults to encounter Jesus 
Christ, hear His call, and decide to follow Him.

In particular, Catholics in their 20’s and 30’s are leaving the faith at alarming rates. This 
is a direct result of ineffective evangelization and a lack of discipleship. i.d. 916 wants 
to help parishes raise up young adult communities of missionary disciples who are 
characterized by what Pope Francis called a “missionary impulse” or a deep ache to 
spread the Good News.

“If I preach the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for necessity has 
been laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel.” 1 Corinthians 9,16

Every disciple is personally called to holiness and mission. Both the Great 
Commandment—to love God and neighbor—and the Great Commission—to go 
make disciples—are at the heart of what it means to be a disciple. Young adult ministry 
cannot simply rely on social events and activities but must provide a discipleship 
process. This takes place through formative teaching and within relationships of 
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accountability, for the purpose of bringing believers to spiritual maturity in Christ. Our 
response requires intentionality and commitment. 

Inspired by the New Testament, Redemptoris Missio, Evangelii Gaudium, and other 
papal documents i.d. 916 is built upon ‘The Four Pillars.’ They are the essential 
Characteristics of Discipleship: conversion, communion, orthodoxy and mission.

 “Communion and mission are profoundly connected with each other, they 
interpenetrate and mutually imply each other, to the point that communion 
represents both the source and the fruit of mission: communion gives rise to 
mission and mission is accomplished in communion. It is always the one and the 
same Spirit who calls together and unifies the Church and sends her to preach 
the Gospel “to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1,8) – Christifideles Laici 32 

The community in Ann Arbor continues to grow as more young adults respond to the 
need for deeper conversion, enriched formation, and the challenge to go make more 
disciples. There are now chapters in Harbor Springs, Jackson and Lansing, however, 
the vision of i.d.916 extends far beyond the state of Michigan as they hope to support 
parishes in their pursuit and formation of young adults. 

If you would like to join an existing chapter visit id916.com to find the one nearest to 
you. Email pete@id916.com if you are interested in starting a chapter or discipleship 
group at your parish.

“Communion gives rise to  
mission and mission is 
accomplished in communion.  
It is always the one and the  
same Spirit who calls together 
and unifies the Church and  
sends her to preach the Gospel  
“to the ends of the earth”  
(Acts 1,8) – Christifideles Laici 32
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The Pious Union Library:

The Month of Fervor
I hope you enjoyed In The Month of Flowers, a 
book written by St. Louis Guanella in honor of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. In the same collection of his 
writings is another astonishing masterpiece entitled 
In The Month of Fervor, dedicated to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. 

For each day of the month of June, there is a 
meditation, an anecdote, a prayer and a reflection 
with a personal resolution. However, these 
meditations are a lot more than good inspirations. 
To understand the loving Heart of Jesus it takes 
another loving heart: the heart of a saint.

St. Louis Guanella penetrates the heart of Jesus beginning from the moment 
Jesus’ heart started beating in unison with the Heart of Mary His Mother, to 
every single episode of His life: the Heart of Jesus during His Baptism; the 
Heart of Jesus at His Transfiguration; the Heart of Jesus at the Last Supper and 
at the Garden of Olives; the Heart of Jesus on the Cross, in the tomb and at His 
Resurrection; and the Heart of Jesus in the Eucharist.

This book is a dialog between the Heart of Jesus and the Heart of St. Louis 
Guanella. It could become a dialog between our heart and the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. It gives you hope, it increases your love, and it may even bring you 
to tears.

Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us.

Fr. Joseph Rinaldo, SdC



Is God Calling You to 
Serve Others?
Among those who are deprived of human and spiritual 
support, we care for developmentally disabled, abandoned 
youth, indigent elderly, and the incurably and terminally ill. 
We are also committed to pastoral and missionary work in the 
Americas, Europe, Asia and Africa. 

The Servants of Charity Priests and Brothers, Daughters of St. Mary of Providence, 
Cooperators and hundreds of members of the greater Guanellian family serve over a 
million brothers and sisters while offering comfort, consolation and support. There is 
room for many others; those needing help and those who want to help. 

Consider joining our mission, making the love of God more and more visible in our 
world. For more information, contact:

Sacred Heart Church 
Fr. Silvio De Nard 
118 Taunton Ave. 
East Providence, RI 02914 
tel: 401-434-0326 
vocations@servantsofcharity.org

St. Louis Center 
Fr. Satheesh Alphonse 
953 E. Michigan Ave.  
Grass Lake, MI 49240  
tel: 270-556-7789 
vocations@servantsofcharity.org

Daughters of St. Mary  
of Providence 
Sr. Brenda McHugh 
953 E. Michigan Ave. 
Grass Lake, MI 49240 
srbrenda@pusj.org



Prayer for Vocations
Pray, we beg You, O holy Mother of 
God, that religious vocations to this 
work of mercy may be multiplied, 
and that those who are called to 
help may be eager to respond for the 
greater glory of God, your honor, 
and the relief of many who suffer in 
misery and abandonment. Amen.

Please consider helping one of our seminarians to  
become a priest or a brother for one dollar a day.
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