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O St. Joseph, foster father of  
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Virgin Mary, pray for us and the  

suffering and dying of today.

The Voice of Providence: 
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of the Divine Providence Province of the 
Servants of Charity, a Catholic Religious 
Congregation founded by Saint Louis 
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in the heart of the Church, making us share 
more deeply in her mission in the world and 
especially in her care for the poor. In the 
Church, we are witnesses of God’s fatherly 
love and of the sacred value of each person, 
even of the least gifted. 

In collaboration with the people of goodwill, 
we endeavor to safeguard the least ones so 
that we work toward building a better world, 
open to Christ and His Gospel.
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Christmas Joy
Reflection by Fr. Giuseppe, SdC

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among men with whom he is pleased’” (Lk 2,12-14). 

But, traditionally, Christianity has always understood that the speech of angels is 
actually a song, in which all the glory of the great joy they proclaim becomes tangibly 
present. And so, from that moment, the angels’ song of praise has never gone silent. It 
continues down the centuries in constantly new forms, and it resounds ever anew at the 
celebration of Jesus’ birth. 

For believers, the Christmas season doesn’t end when the “holidays,” are over and we go 
back to work or school; it begins. At this time of year, so much of modern life, its noise, 
its urgency, its relentless emphasis on shopping and the fatigue that always follows, can 
seem beyond the control of individuals. These things can easily distract us from the real 
reason most people, even today, celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 

From The Editor   |   1
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That humble birth is not a legend or seasonal fairy tale. It’s a matter of historical 
record with real consequences for the course of human life. Jesus was born of Mary in 
Bethlehem. He grew to adulthood in Nazareth, studied the scriptures, learned the trade 
of carpentry, preached, was crucified, died for our sins and rose again from the dead. 
The civilization we take for granted has been fundamentally shaped by the Christian 
faith and its message of hope, love of human dignity and culture. 

Real joy, the kind that sustains hope in the face of life’s failures and sufferings, has 
nothing to do with buying more things or winter festivals or fantastic myths. Real joy 
needs grounding in fact. Christmas is the birthday of life. The manger in Bethlehem 
means much more than a simple message of good will. It contained something far more 
intense and special: the Word of God incarnate, the flesh and blood of God’s Son.

Christmas is heartwarming because it radiates the fire of God’s love. The real story of 
Christmas is revolutionary and true, and it ends not in a January white sale, but with 
an empty cross and tomb and the glory of our redemption. This year, in the days of the 
Christmas season, let’s turn off the noise and instead turn on our hearts to the history 
of Christ’s birth. The Prince of Peace is with us. In his life, God invites us to eternal life. 
This is the source of our happiness. This is our reason to celebrate.

But not all people share the Christmas Joy. The Gospel already told us, “He came to his 
own, but his own people did not accept him” (Jn 1, 11). Christmas is the celebration of 
the mystery of the Incarnation, of Jesus coming among us. The coming of Jesus renews 
the promises of the beatitudes. 

He brings joy, hope and dignity to the poor in spirit, the pure of heart, the persecuted, 
the rejected, the sinners. These are the people Jesus loved. “Amen, I say to you, whatever 
you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” (Mt 25, 40). People who 
do not share the joy of Christmas, do not recognize Jesus and do not welcome him. 
Therefore, they do not recognize the face of Jesus in the poor and do not welcome  
them either. 
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Mary and Joseph
The Expectant Mother and Father
By Fr. Paul Oggioni, SdC

As we get closer to Christmas, we feel caught by a sense 
of mystery when trying to understand how the mercy 
of God was manifested through extraordinary and 
mysterious events. 

Countless centuries of waiting have passed since the 
punishment and the promise to Adam and Eve. The 
Prophets kept alive the hope of the people oppressed 
by their sins and the punishment of God. Their 
inspired words were of comfort and encouragement 
to a prayer to which the Lord would reply: “Do not 
lose heart, have faith! Do not be afraid! Behold your 
God; He will come to save you!” 

The coming of the Lord, however, for the majority of 
the people meant the restoration of David’s kingdom 
that would bring prosperity to a people who felt 
oppressed by their sins, suffering and poverty. After 
centuries of waiting, the common understanding 
was that salvation would not be brought by a human 
“Messiah” but only from someone sent by God, 
a divine Messiah. The poor in spirit and the pure 
of heart, by their trusting supplications and their 
holiness of life, inspired by the Holy Spirit felt that 
the day of the Lord was near.

This historical and human context helps us to understand the Annunciation of the 
Angel to Mary, and the perplexity of Joseph toward his spouse. He was illumined by 
God and accepted Mary into his home, to become the legal father of her son and give 
him the name of Jesus. Later, he will be called “son of David” and his Kingdom will have 
no end. Joseph and Mary have seen the promises that God had made to their forefathers 
come true and become the bridge that connected the human with the divine. Mary and 
Joseph have become for us models of obedience by their humble assent to the plan of 
God. Their obedience carried a great responsibility, but it was a ready, loving, faithful 
and total obedience. Led by the faith based on the Scriptures and in the tradition of 
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the people waiting for their Savior, they understood that only by obeying God do we 
remain in the truth.

Joseph, despite his religious tradition, assumes the role of Mary’s spouse in charity 
and spiritual intimacy. That makes him worthy to stand next to her, waiting with her 
in love and trepidation, the birth of the child whom he will give the name of Jesus. 
The Virgin Mary lives overshadowed by the Holy Spirit while Joseph protected her 
virginity and removed every 
suspicion and slander. The nine 
months of waiting were filled 
with the presence of so much 
grace which led them to accept 
the plan of God. The plan of God 
was becoming manifested to 
them first, and then to the world. 
From the shepherds, the magi, 
John the Baptist to the Apostles, 
the crowds and the crucifiers, 
the plan of God was openly 
manifested to all the believers 
through the Resurrection.

Therefore, this Christmas, 
we are invited to meditate on 
Mary and Joseph as models for 
knowing God. Like them, we can 
recognize the face and the will 
of God by recognizing the face 
of Jesus, defenseless baby in the 
crib, dying on the cross, suffering 
in the poor, and glorious in the 
Eucharist. Joseph and Mary are 
the greatest example of love. We 
can only imagine the ways of 
their caring for one another before and after the birth of Jesus and while he was growing 
in age and grace before God and men.

The celebration of Christmas embraces the whole family: it is the prime time for 
love, tenderness and forgiveness. Next to Joseph and Mary, with the angels and the 
shepherds, we can contemplate, in silence and prayer, the mercy of God who wants all 
of us to become evangelizers of the salvation brought by the incarnation of Jesus who 
will walk with us toward the Promised Land.



Shrine newS
By Fr. Satheesh Caniton

We are pleased to announce that Sister Rosemary Bell, 
DSMP, arrived at the Pious Union of St. Joseph in Grass 
Lake, MI from Jalisco, Mexico on September 1st, and her 
very interesting vocation story can be found in  
this issue. 

Her responsibilities will be to coordinate the day-to-day activities of the 
Pious Union with Fr. Paul Oggioni, our Director. Meanwhile, Fr. Paul has 
been in Italy for his annual home visit, and a well deserved rest. He should 
be back in Grass Lake by the time you read this article to resume his 
normal activities. 

Fr. Paul and I have moved into the “little white house” on the property to 
reduce energy consumption in the Holy Family Center and cut down on 
our heating bills this winter. Along with saving money by maintaining our 
property, the roof of the PUSJ office was in serious need of repairs before 
winter, and a new roof was installed in the month of October. Hopefully 
this will help us to keep our office building in good shape. And while we’re 
at it, the broken steps at the Calvary Memorial are also under repair. 

Any discussion of the weather during this time of year turns to the change 
of the seasons, and fall is a great time for transplanting trees. Many newly 
dedicated trees will be planted on November 2nd in the future Garden of 
Gethsemane, located between the Lourdes grotto and the Calvary. Please 
contact the office if you’d like to dedicate a tree of your own this fall as a 
memorial. The cost to become a “Shrine Forester” is still only $150.

Finally, the “Clubbing with Jesus” program continues through November 
16, 2013 and will adjourn until the fall of 2014. Thank you to all those who 
participated, and please consider bringing your prayer group for a visit 
to the Pious Union of St. Joseph in Grass Lake, MI soon. Large groups are 
welcome!

THE PIOUS UNION OF ST. JOSEPH
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My Dear Friends,

I am a member of the Pious Union of St. Joseph, my patron saint for many years. 
Recently I was gravely ill, and in fact, briefly passed over. When I returned to this 
life, it was the face of St. Joseph that I saw clearly. He is, as always my protector.

Thank you and God Bless,

Judith Lourenze

Thank you St. Joseph for listening to our prayers and assisting us with finding 
sellers who will benefit from living here, who love it, and who paid us a fair price. 
Because you answered our call, and also helped us find a lovely and well located 
home (that unexpectedly provides me with additional joys), now my husband will 
be better able to serve others, as God’s humble servant and His surgeon, to save 
lives and help people heal. Thank you again, St. Joseph for conveying our prayers 
to God and facilitating all of the goodness in our home life. Amen

Personal thanks to Rev. Father Director of the Pious Union of St. Joseph,

I have enclosed a small donation for your church in Honor of St. Joseph. My 
mother had difficulty selling her home after my father’s death several years ago 
and learned of the assistance St. Joseph can provide. She sold her home within two 
weeks of asking for his help. We needed to sell our home quickly and after a month 
with only one low-ball offer; I decided to ask St. Joseph for his assistance. I gave 
him a beautiful ceremony and placed him underground by the for sale sign. The 
buyers saw the house two days later, we had an offer within the week, and the sale 
was complete on Monday. St. Joseph is coming with us to our new home and will 
hold a special place of honor there.

With love,

Jane Aldrich-Williams and Richard Williams
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St. Lawrence lived during the 3rd century A.D. when Valerian was 
emperor of Rome. Lawrence was a deacon and was confronted by a 
Roman prefect who demanded the wealth of the church for the emperor. 
Lawrence requested three days to gather it together. 

Given permission, Lawrence gathered whatever was of value and distributed it to the 
needy. He then headed a group of the poor—sick, infirm, disabled, widows, orphans—
who went before the emperor. Lawrence looked into the emperor’s eyes and stated, “You 
want the wealth of the Church? Here they are.” The emperor was enraged, but Lawrence 
said simply, “Yes, the Church is rich, indeed, far richer than the Empire.”

Lawrence was condemned to die. Refusing to deny his faith, he was beaten, chained to a 
metal gridiron, and lowered over a fire. Before his death he is said to have called out to 
his executioners, “You can turn me over now—this side is done. 

Today, we hear many critics mentioning the wealth of the Church. It is true when faith 
and money meet, the possibility of cross-purpose is always present. Around the world 

Fr. Joseph Rinaldo, SdC

The Poor
Wealth of the Church
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I have found schools, colleges, 
hospitals, nursing homes and other 
facilities owned and run by religious. 
Some of these establishments appear 
to be luxurious little empires.

But the answer came loud and clear 
from a religious Sister in charge of 
a hospital in a large city. “We offer 
the best to the wealthy who can pay. If we did not have this hospital to make money, we 
would never have been able to build a hospital in the Congo and maintain it.”

Some doctors charge dear money for cosmetic surgery, but they are part of the group, 
Doctors Without Borders, who spend months in third world countries, risking their 
lives, taking care of all sorts of diseases and war produced mutilation and burns. They 
are also training the local young doctors and support their clinics.

There is a yarn that is told as follows: If we slaughter the cow and distribute the meat to 
the poor, they may eat for a week. When they come to look for milk, we can only say: 
we have no milk, you already ate the cow. This should be easily understood by everyone. 
But there is no one more deaf than the one who does not want to hear. There is no one 
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more blind than the one who does not want to see. The Catholic Church is present 
around the world, searching and taking care of the poor and suffering, continuing Jesus’ 
mission. The poor are the real wealth of the Church. The extent of the work for the poor 
becomes more impressive when we look at the facts.

The facts speak for themselves. In Africa, the Catholic Church supports 964 hospitals, 
260 leper colonies, 5,000 distribution centers, 650 kindergartens and 800 orphanages, 
all provided free to those needing services. In the Americas, there are 1,500 hospitals, 
5,400 distribution centers, 50 leper colonies, 3,700 kindergartens and 2,500 orphanages. 
These are the numbers for Asia: 1,076 hospitals, 3,400 distribution centers, 1,685 
kindergartens and 3,980 orphanages. In Europe, the hospitals number 1,230, 
distribution centers, 2,450, leper colonies 4 and kindergartens, 60. Finally, in Oceania 
we find 170 hospitals, 180 distribution centers, one leper colony and 60 orphanages. 
This is a significant outreach to the poor and disfranchised by the Catholic Church 
through spiritual and corporal works of mercy. 

I am grateful that I am a Catholic. Thankful that we are followers of Jesus Christ, we 
strive to imitate his message, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me to drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill 
and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.” (Mt. 25,35-37) 

We will answer him, “When did we do these things?”

And Jesus will respond.

“Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”(Mt. 25,40).
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In the first consistory that he has convened, Pope Francis has 
announced that the canonization of Blessed John Paul II and  

Blessed John XXIII will be held on Sunday, April 27th, 2014 in Rome.

During his return trip from World Youth Day in Rio de Janeiro, the Holy Father 
indicated Divine Mercy Sunday, which falls on the same day, as a possible date. 
The Pope stated that having the canonization in the winter would make it difficult 
for pilgrims with limited resources to attend. Hundreds of thousands of pilgrims, 
particularly from Poland are expected to attend the canonization.

Several months ago, the Holy Father paved the way for the canonization of Blessed John 
XXIII, authorizing the process without the need for a second miracle. 

The first miracle attributed to John Paul II was the miraculous cure of a French nun 
who suffered from an irreversible and advanced form of Parkinson’s disease. The second 
miracle necessary for his canonization that was approved was the healing of a Costa 
Rican woman who suffered from a brain aneurysm. 

canonization of 

Blessed John Paul II  
and Blessed John XXIII
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Benedict XVI’s 

Last Speech
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Christmas is a beautiful celebration. It brings families together and it restores the 
faith of the Incarnation and the Love of Jesus for all especially the poor. During the 
Advent period we have time to consider Jesus’ love and what it means for all of us. Our 
changing society is moving away from God. We believers need to asses our faith and the 
level of belonging to the Church.

The Sunday before announcing his resignation, Pope Benedict XVI delivered an address 
from the Vatican in which he suggested that those who disagree with Catholic teachings 
or do not believe in Jesus Christ should leave the church rather than become betrayers 
like Judas.

It is a sad speech, loaded with truth and common sense. The words of the former leader 
of the Catholic Church should make us think and meditate on where we stand and 
believe. 

“Judas,” Pope Benedict said, “could have left, as many of the disciples did; indeed, he 
would have left if he were honest. Instead he remained with Jesus. He did not remain 
because of faith, or because of love, but with the secret intention of taking vengeance on 
the Master.”

The leader of the Worldwide Roman Catholic Church added that Judas’ most serious 
crime was falsehood, which the pope described as “the mark of the devil.” He added 
that Catholics needed to always be sincere like St. Peter and believe in Jesus.

Life Site News reported that Monsignor Ignacio Barreiro, the Human Life International 
Rome Director, confirmed that the pope’s comments are very much related to the 
Catholic Church’s formal teachings in support of traditional marriage and pro-life views.

“For those Catholics who cannot bring themselves to believe the formal teachings of the 
Church on life and family matters it would be more honest to leave the Church rather 
than betraying Her,” Barreiro said.

“We regret very much that the person is so inclined and we wish they would have a 
conversion to truly believe,” he added.

Catholic organizations in the U.S. have been battling policy changes by President 
Barack Obama that require religious institutions to provide contraceptives in their 
employees’ insurance coverage, which goes against church teachings. Also, a host of 
countries around the world have been struggling over the issue of gay marriage—most 
recently, the Scottish Catholic Church has been urgently calling for support as their 
country prepares to become the first U.K. nation and one of the only ones in the world 
to legalize homosexual marriage.

Monsignor Barreiro noted that differences in opinion were not prohibited in the 
Catholic Church, but in some circumstances it was better to just obey the important 
teachings and “sacrifice your will.”

Benedict XVI’s 

Last Speech
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THE LAITY:

Future of the Church
By Fr. Joseph Rinaldo, SdC

Both Benedict XVI and Pope Francis have stated that the laity should be seen 
as truly “co-responsible” for the Church and not just “collaborators” with the 
clergy. Co-responsibility requires a change in mentality, particularly with 
regard to the role of the laity in the Church. The laity should be considered 
persons truly ‘co-responsible’ for the being and activity of the Church. 

In other words, the Church belongs to all the baptized; it does not just belong 
to the Pope, the Bishops and priests. Through Baptism we all become heirs of 
the Kingdom of God. Therefore we are all responsible for the spread and the 
support of the Kingdom: it is our home and our family, in the present and in 
the future life. 

Hence, the church needs a committed laity who are united, each making his 
own specific contribution to the Church’s mission, in accordance with the 
ministries and tasks each one has in the life of the Church, and always in 
familiar communion with the bishops.

Lumen Gentium, Light of the Nations, is a major document issued by Vatican 
II in 1964. In broad terms it defines the nature, mission and identity of the 
Catholic Church in contemporary times. This document speaks of the laity-
clergy relationship as “familiar.” 
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Especially in our days, it is “important for the laity to deepen and to live out this spirit 
of profound communion in the Church, which characterized the early Christian 
community, as the book of the Acts of the Apostles attests.”

We all need a laity that “feels” the commitment to work for the Church’s mission as their 
own mission, through prayer, through study, through active participation in ecclesial 
life, through an attentive and positive gaze at the world, in the continual search for the 
signs of the times.

Obviously, for such a responsibility, serious and daily ongoing formation is necessary 
because the laity is called to be courageous and credible witnesses in every sphere of 
society. Thus, the Gospel might be the light that brings hope in difficult situations, in 
troubles and in the darkness that men today so often find along the path of life.

The mission of the laity committed to Christ is to guide others to an encounter with 
Christ by announcing his message of salvation, with language and ways understandable 
in our own day marked by rapidly transforming social and cultural advances; it is the 
great challenge of the new evangelization. At this stage in history, the laity is urged to 
work in the light of the Church’s social teaching to become a laboratory of solidarity and 
charity, in order to grow with the entire Church in the co-responsibility of offering a 
future of hope to humanity, by having the courage to make even demanding proposals.

The Church does not grow through proselytism but through witnessing the spirit of 
charity. Charity is simple: to worship God and serve others! And this testimony makes 
the Church grow. That’s why a priest so humble, but so trusting in God, like St. Louis 
Guanella, was named a hero of the church, because his example causes people to say, 
“Let us go with you!” 

Pope Francis, referring to his meeting with the Cardinals, asked for prayers so “our 
work makes us all more humble, more gentle, more patient, more trusting of God. Thus, 
the Church can give a beautiful testimony to the people and seeing the People of God, 
seeing the Church they feel the urge to come with us.” 
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Christmas Chickens
By Carlo Lapucci   •   Illustration by Bill Shurtliff
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On particular celebrations or feast days, Father Guanella would 
thank his benefactors and friends by presenting them with 
modest gifts. He took care to choose the right ones, well aware 
that they were supposed to be appreciated by the recipients. In 
one of his Houses, the Pious House for the Poor in Milan, those 
modest gifts were generally chickens. 

On Christmas Eve 1908, the good Sisters of the House found out that they 
did not have a chicken, not one, to be cooked for the great celebration. At that 
time, each House had a hen house attached to it, a very populated one, because 
the patients were many, and so were the mouths to feed. It was found empty 
because Father Guanella had given ‘their’ chickens to those good souls who had 
helped him during the past year to solve many problems. 

The Sisters took very good care of those animals for months, and they 
absolutely did not expect that their chickens were ‘flying’ away from them, right 
at the neediest moment of the year. Disappointed, they resigned themselves to 
spend their Christmas eating ‘pasta e fagioli’ and not much else. However, they 
did not accept their situation so easily. 

Drumming up their courage, they faced their Founder and spoke their mind. 
Father Guanella calmly waited for their thunders to subside, knowing that 
rain would follow the thunder. He told them to calm down, because Divine 
Providence was ready to rain Her Christmas presents upon them. His words 
did not even have time to wane, when at the door there was someone donating 
a number of chickens for the day. It was the occasion that Father Guanella was 
waiting for in order to send a message to the good Sisters, “Do you see, Sisters? 
Our first duty is charity; the second is gratitude. We have to show our gratitude 
to those who give us time, money and energy for our benefit and the benefit 
of our patients. We have to keep that in mind, and be grateful, and to make 
people know that their donations are appreciated and even looked forward 
to. To receive two, we have to give four. We should keep in mind that what we 
have now, has been given to us. What we have is not ours. Whatever we give 
away is the property of Divine Providence. Whatever we receive from her is her 
property. I know that ‘your’ chickens were gone. However, they too came from 
somewhere months ago. Do not worry! If they are gone, some more will come, 
Providence willing. If not, well, that too would be Providence’s willing.”



20   |   Suffering and Dying

Rapid development and unimaginable progress is the marked 
characteristic of the contemporary world. Despite the development and 
progress in information technology, if we penetrate into the human 
situation, scientific and technological advancement has not led humans 
to embrace each other and eradicate poverty and misery. 

Media presents us with heart-rending pictures of violence, hatred and premature death 
and unmerited suffering caused by anger, hatred, competition, jealousy, power politics, 
greed, lust, etc. Hatred and enmity causes fear and agony; it paralyzes life and leaves 
humankind in confusion and darkness. 

What is the Servants of Charity response to this situation? Indifference to this situation 
is a crime in Christian spirituality. First and foremost, the Guanellian family has a 
responsibility of collective witness. The world is bound to know that there is a better 
way of living this life, even if it were for a single day. A life of love is a life of fullness. St. 
Louis Guanella desires that the Guanellian family has a vocation and commitment to 
show to this world that families can be built within the bond of love, bond of charity. 

A World of Anonymity 
and the Bond of Love

T h e  S e Rva n T S  o f  C h a R i T y  R e S p o n S e
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Today, ‘love’ is one of the most abused words. The meaning is vague, charged with 
sexual and romantic connotation. The word often refers to natural attraction or 
attachment to persons or things. The biblical picture of love is more comprehensive 
and complete. The model is the love of the ‘suffering servant’ of Isaiah 53, where we 
find that the servant, who was righteous, was wounded, oppressed and afflicted, cut off 
and crushed with pain to make many righteous. This is self-emptying love. This is the 
redemptive love reflected in Jesus, who emptied Himself and atoned for our sins. His 
love is gratuitous and unconditional. I asked Jesus, ‘How much do you love me?’ “This 
much’, he said, “then he stretched his arms on the cross and died.” 

Father Guanella had no other model for charity and love than that of Jesus Himself. He 
that is the unity of the heart and will, the force that feeds and makes the testimony of the 
merciful and provident love of God, the Father toward every man and woman especially 
when they suffer abandonment and pain or live situations of hardship and solitude. 
Love and relationship was echoing louder from the cross than the cry of Jesus Himself. 
Father Guanella was well aware that living for others entails suffering. But suffering is 
the strongest and the most tangible expression of relationship. It is easy to love visible 
beauty; it is hard to love in the absence of beauty which entails suffering. It is suffering 
which intensifies, affirms and expresses relationship in a very tangible and revelatory 
manner. In the suffering of the servant of Yahweh, we see how the servant affirms his 
relationship both with his fellow men as well as with Yahweh who called him. 
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The cry of Jesus on the cross 
affirmed His relationship with 
the Father and with the world. 
The consequence of this cry was 
the consecration. The centurion, 
pronounced the words, “Truly 
this is the Son of God”. We 
are all ministers of love. Our 
dedication is true and live only 
when it takes place in the context 
of suffering brothers and sisters 
and only when we internalize 
and experience their agony and 
suffering.

During this season of Christmas 
we all are called to look at 
ourselves and look around us. If 
we are wounded we can find other 
wounded. If we are hurt we can 
discover others’ hidden bleeding. 
If hungry, or thirsty we can find 
other people to feed. If we are 
lonely we can keep somebody 
company. Christmas is the time 
that makes us feel strong when 
we are weak. Christmas restores 
our joy and gives us the strength 
to accept and love others when 
we see others through the eyes 
of our suffering. Christmas 
restores our faith when we truly 
understand the last words of 
Jesus on the Cross, Father, forgive 
them, because they do not know 
what they are doing. We can 
only experience the true joy of 
Christmas when we join our 
suffering with the suffering of 
Jesus who loved us to death.
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Serving the Philippines with 
Faith, Love and Competance
By Fr. V. Robert Arockiam, SdC

St. Louis Guanella started his ministry as assistant pastor and then as pastor for several 
years. He loved his people and worked hard for their education and growth, spiritual 
and material. He opened evening and weekend school for the adults and regular school 
for the children. One situation that touched his heart was that of the abandoned elderly 
and the handicapped. Among so much poverty, these two groups were left to themselves 
wandering around the farms, neglected and sometimes abused. Father Guanella decided 
to do something about them and dedicated the rest of his life to the care of the elderly 
and the education and rehabilitation of the handicapped. He started programs in many 
countries with great success and entrusted them to the Congregations he founded, The 
Servants of Charity and the Daughters of St. Mary of Providence. 
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One of the many successful 
therapeutic centers has been in 
operation in the city of Legazpi, 
Philippines, since 1997. The 
Servants of Charity, assisted by 
lay staff, are doing their best to 
educate children through the 
Preventive System, a legacy of 
Father Guanella’s educational 
method.

As Father Guanella believed, 
children are the most beautiful 
and wonderful gifts bestowed 
by God to every couple. They all 
expect a healthy and normal child 
but sometimes God may also 
bless a family with a child with special needs. Nonetheless, all children need love, care 
and attention. A child with special needs requires extensive care, abundant love and 
resources to meet those needs.

The number of children with special needs is increasing. Their disorder, in most cases 
means a lifelong condition. However, like any other human being, they have the right 
to a quality education and a quality of life. To attain that quality of life, the child with 
special needs must gain essential skills and develop their maximum potential. But 
special education and other professional interventions necessary to meet the child’s 
needs are expensive. 

The Guanellian institution, Harong Kan Sagrada Familia, Legazpi City, Philippines, 
through the Special Therapy and Education Program (STEP), is geared towards 
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this mission. Its mission provides special 
education, considering the limited resources 
of the family, without sacrificing the full 
development of their skills and potential. 

 The first objective is to provide a dynamic 
opportunity for the children to develop their 
fullest potential according to their abilities, 
impairments and needs as well as aspirations 
in life. The children with special needs, ages 
2 to 11, are provided with an Individual 
Education Plan. Children, 12 years and above, 
are in the group program concentrated on a 
life skills curriculum; thus pre-vocational and 
vocational activities are offered to enhance 
their functional and adaptive skills. 

The second objective maximizes their level of 
functioning and promotes self-independence. 
Apart from the special education programs, 
the following essential services are offered to 
develop their skills and improve their behaviors. One is the physical therapy program 
for children with physical disabilities for the improvement of gross motor skills. 
Other services include occupational therapy, speech therapy and relaxation therapy 
which includes music, play, games, gardening and animal care to provide leisure, self-
expression and socialization. Then the multi-sensory integration therapy is provided 
for those children who need structured sensory activities.  There is also the vocational 
program where varied vocational activities are explored by the child to determine 
which among them is most suitable for his interest and skills. 

It is commonly known that education starts in the home. Parents and siblings play 
a significant role in the life of these children. They benefit much when showered 
with love, care and concern. The parents’ formation, the home visitation and sibling 
workshop are directed to make the family a partner in education, by connecting the 
progress of the special child from school to home. 

This is the work of the Servants of Charity in the world and in the Philippines. Inspired 
by St. Louis Guanella’s charism, they educate and love at the same time. They educate 
with Faith in God, Father of all human beings; in the dignity of every man and woman 
and in the sacredness of human life; with Love: the love that coming from God, invades 
the heart of each one and becomes compassion, tenderness and service to our neighbor; 
with competence: human and professional, fruit of study and of experience, combined 
with the incredible qualities we all have received from God.
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Become a Saint
By Kelly Flaherty

Brother Giovanni grew up on a Venetian farm surrounded by 14 brothers, the sons 
of his father’s first and second wife; he was the first of nine of the second mother. 
He was born on June 5, 1913. He learned a deep and lasting devotion to the Blessed 
Mother, and he taught his younger brothers morning and evening prayers. He was an 
exemplary altar boy and desired to enter the diocesan seminary. Unfortunately, his 
studies precluded him from the possibility of becoming a priest, so at the suggestion of 
superiors, in 1934 he entered the novitiate of the Servants of Charity at Barza D’Ispra to 
become a religious brother.

During the novitiate he was assigned to work with the cook and after he was professed 
became a master chef; remaining in the kitchen until 1950. He then became responsible 
for providing for the needs of the house; completing all of his tasks with great faith.

His next obedience brought him to Rome as butler to the Cardinal Protector, 
Clemente Micara. He provided humble service while he remained in the Palace of the 
Chancery but after a year of service, he desired 
to be reassigned. He was sent back to Barza 
to his former duties and added the work of 
ministering to a small village in the woods, 
Monteggia, which was without a priest.

In 1954, Cardinal Micara requested the 
service of Brother Giovanni. He returned to 
the Palace and remained there until the death 
of the Cardinal in 1965. He was looking 
forward to returning to this work as 
provider in Barza, but instead was 
assigned to the new seminary 
that the Servants of Charity 
were starting in Spain. He 
did not think of himself 
but what would be best 
for the institute and with 
a brother priest headed to 
their new destination.

A Simple Way to
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He had humble beginnings in 
this new endeavor, the kitchen, 
where he remained until the 
sisters arrived. He was then able 
to dedicate himself to the work 
of searching for vocations. His 
Spanish was not very good, but 
he was able to travel the area in 
search of young men aspiring to 
the priesthood. By 1971, the new 
House was full; 130 young men 
in formation. Once the Institute 
was established and the confreres 
were busy in the school, Brother 
Giovanni continued his work of 
providing the means to continue. 
He appealed to benefactors in 
Italy and the generous nearby. He 
went by foot or by car to bring 
back the supplies. His final trip 
was on October 9, 1971. He set out 
with one of the sisters to procure 
the necessary provisions never to 
return; they met a fatal car crash that brought their earthly journey to an end.

On the surface it seems that his simple life could hardly be worthy of sanctification. 
But to come to know of his strong faith and dedication to the poor and even 
hearing the stories from those who knew him; his simple tasks, his sufferings, his 
humiliations; each aspect of his life being offered to the Lord is to understand his 
sanctity. He treated everyone with great respect and devotion, especially during 
his obedience in Rome. The Cardinal whom he served confided that he witnessed 
miraculous spiritual changes in some of the ‘higher ups’ that encountered Brother 
Giovanni. His own brother, Antonio, spoke of him as a living example of Christian 
love. 

Brother Giovanni was deeply devoted to the Blessed Mother, putting himself 
completely in her hands. On the journey to his final assignment in Spain, he visited 
Lourdes where he wrote in his diary, “Everything is in your hands, O Mother, and I 
have placed all in your heart… When will I see you in heaven?”

He is truly an example for everyone to follow: humble service to the poor, complete 
devotion to Christ and His Blessed Mother and offering every aspect of daily life for 
the glory of God.
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Every year, on October 9th, 
the anniversary of Brother 
Giovanni Vaccari’s death is 
honored and “The Candy 
Last Will” is renewed as 
Brother Giovanni’s dying 
wish was to give sweets to 
“Good Children.” On this 
day, we remember him with a 
simple and generous gesture; 
sharing sweets among people 
who live and work nearby, 
especially those who lack 
affection, bread or self-respect. 
This year the Servants of Charity are remembering the 100th anniversary of Brother 
Giovanni Vaccari’s birthday and the 42nd anniversary of his death. The Guanellian 
Family marked these anniversaries with prayer and discernment in view of the possible 
opening of the Process of Canonization of this humble, faith-filled man.

Prayer to Obtain Graces  
through the Intercession of 
Brother Giovanni Vaccari

Most Holy Trinity, we thank you for your gift to the Church of 
Brother Giovanni Vaccari, a Servant of Charity, as a great example 
of Christian life. Oh Blessed Trinity, we invoke from you the grace 
to remain always in your Faith, Hope and Love and to direct our 
desires toward the eternal rewards, to reach the possession of the 
heart with wisdom. Grant us the joy of loving without reservation, 
and through the intercession of Brother Giovanni Vaccari, give us 
the grace we humbly ask… May this humble Servant of Charity, 
spiritual son of St. Louis Guanella, be recognized among the 
blessed in heaven. Amen.
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Go to Joseph
By Sr. Rosemary Bell, DSMP

Hola! Hello my name is  
Sr. Rosemary Bell. I just came 
back from working in Jalisco, 
Mexico in the parish of San 
Francisco de Asis and now I’m 
almost touching our northern 
neighbor Canada here in Grass 
Lake, Michigan. 

I have to admit this state is really beautiful; 
almost as beautiful as Pennsylvania, my 
home. I was born and raised in Valley Forge 
National Park where my father served as 
a park ranger and my mother worked for 
the U.S. post office in Valley Forge. I am 
the Rose between two thorns; that is two 
brothers! John is 4 years older than me and Tim is 5 years younger. Boy did we have 
some great times together. My parents were married for 68 years when they were born 
into eternal life and guess what, it was a mixed marriage. Dad was a Baptist and Mom 
Catholic and here I am a religious sister. How awesome is our God! 
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I first thought about being a sister in grade school, but soon forgot about it in 6th or 
7th grade. I do have to tell you that going to school was what I least liked to do in my 
life, but having the good parents that I did there was no discussion. Extracurricular 
activities in high school were my favorite things. At the end of my senior year, I once 
again started to think about the religious life. But this time I tried to convince God that 
He had picked the wrong one, and I even told Him which girls in my class were better 
suited for the religious life than me. I can just imagine Jesus laughing at me as He began 
to open the doors for me to understand my vocation, while I kept trying to convince 
Him He was wrong!!! 

Fr. George Boyle invited two of my girlfriends and me to Elverson, PA to St. Mary of 
Providence Center; formerly a center for developmentally disabled girls. The three of 
us had been working as volunteers every summer in a day camp for the handicapped. 
We really enjoyed our visit; especially when Sr. Patricia the director offered us jobs for 
the summer…SUPER!!! I stayed on to work full time after that summer job and began 
falling in love with my work and the Daughters of St. Mary of Providence. It was the 
way they lovingly served the girls and joyfully worked together that kept the flame of 
my vocation alive. Eventually it helped me to speak to Sr. Martha, the sister I worked 
with, about what I needed to do to enter. After that and a visit to the sisters in Chicago 
and Northville, I was hooked. On September 8, 1968 I entered, and made my first 
profession August 22, 1971. Then in September of 1975, I left for Rome, Italy to prepare 
for my perpetual profession on August 14, 1976.

Now 42 years later comes a new obedience. Leaving Mexico, where I was privileged 
to have given 17 years of my life, and serving Christ and the church in the Shrine of 
St. Joseph answering prayer requests, stuffing envelopes and praying with the sick and 
dying. My vow of obedience has brought me to a new adventure that at the moment 
is totally foreign for me, but I know that with His grace it will become something 
beautiful, as long as I keep my sights on Jesus and GO TO JOSEPH!

”
“

I can just imagine Jesus laughing 
at me as He began to open the 
doors for me to understand my 
vocation, while I kept trying to 
convince Him He was wrong!
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The Pious Union Library
Christmas is a gift from God to humanity. From this truth comes the tradition 
of exchanging gifts with one another. You will find inspiring, durable, spiritual 
gifts in the library of the Pious Union of St Joseph. Surprise a relative or friend 
with a unique gift this Christmas. At this time the library can offer:

Please call, write or email the Pious Union with your request. Your donation for 
shipping will be appreciated.

Merry Christmas!

Fr. Joseph Rinaldo, SdC

1. A Biography of Saint Louis Guanella:

 a. Samaritan Priest

 b. A Priest from the Mountain

 c. His Brother’s Keeper

 d. He Went About Doing Good

 e.  The Life, Spirit and Works of Father 
Louis Guanella

2. works of Blessed Louis Guanella on:

 a. On the Tomb of the Deceased

 b.  Oh Father, Oh Mother:  
Meditations for the Liturgical Year

3.  The Spirituality of Blessed  
Louis Guanella

 a.  The Figure, the Thought and the 
Action of Fr. Louis Guanella in His 
Writings

 b. Prayer and Suffering

 c. The Heart of a Father

4.  Basic Document for the  
Guanellian Mission 

5. The Holy Cloak in Honor of St. Joseph

6. The Guanellian Way to Pray the Rosary

7. The Biography of Blessed Clare Bosatta



Is God Calling You to 
Serve Others?
Among those who are deprived of human and spiritual 
support, we care for developmentally disabled, abandoned 
youth, indigent elderly, and the incurably and terminally ill. 
We are also committed to pastoral and missionary work in the 
Americas, Europe, Asia and Africa. 

The Servants of Charity Priests and Brothers, Daughters of St. Mary of Providence, 
Cooperators and hundreds of members of the greater Guanellian family serve over a 
million brothers and sisters while offering comfort, consolation and support. There is 
room for many others; those needing help and those who want to help. 

Consider joining our mission, making the love of God more and more visible in our 
world. For more information, contact:

Sacred Heart Church 
Fr. Silvio De Nard 
118 Taunton Ave. 
East Providence, RI 02914 
tel: 401-434-0326 
vocations@servantsofcharity.org

St. Louis Center 
Fr. Satheesh Alphonse 
953 E. Michigan Ave.  
Grass Lake, MI 49240  
tel: 270-556-7789 
vocations@servantsofcharity.org

Daughters of St. Mary  
of Providence 
Sr. Brenda McHugh 
953 E. Michigan Ave. 
Grass Lake, MI 49240 
srbrenda@pusj.org



Prayer for Vocations
Pray, we beg You, O holy Mother of 
God, that religious vocations to this 
work of mercy may be multiplied, 
and that those who are called to 
help may be eager to respond for the 
greater glory of God, your honor, 
and the relief of many who suffer in 
misery and abandonment. Amen.

Please consider helping one of our seminarians to  
become a priest or a brother for one dollar a day.
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