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CHRISTMAS: 
A Call To Life

To live Christmas is to contemplate the love of God which
fills our inner being with longing and hope. Wrapping us in
His gaze of love, God enlightens the still dark corners of

human experience made opaque by the contradictions which bind
us to thoughts and actions that do not belong to God.

To live Christmas is to open our hearts to the immensity of God’s
limitless love, which may become a gift for others through our atti-
tude of trust and respect.

To live Christmas is to allow God to burst into our spirit renewing
it in its depths.

To live Christmas is to realize that the greatness of God became
small, hiding itself in a baby, the Son of God made flesh, becoming
human in every way except sin so as to free us from sin itself.

To live Christmas is to coherently assume our place within the peo-
ple of God who, while crossing the desert of life, realize that they
are never left alone without the powerful support of God. At the
same time we are reminded that we are to share with all people the
gift of love we have received.

In living Christmas may we understand the need God feels for us
to promote peace, to root our families in His precepts, to make His
Church holier and to heal the wounds deeply marking the spirit
and body of our poor brothers and sisters who beg mercy and com-
passion.  

Do not turn away your face.

May you live a Holy Christmas and the 
Holiest of New Years 2007
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Oh Blessed, 
Holy Manger
Oh blessed, holy manger,

Who ever could have known
The honor you would hold – 

For you became God’s earthly throne.
‘Twas you that Mary spotted
Within that darkened cave

And into your firm and wooden arms
Our loving Lord she gave.
The King of all creation

Then slumbered in your straw.
A holy glow surrounded you

That only angels saw.
You held our blessed Savior

All through that special night
As shepherds knelt in reverence

Over such a wondrous sight.
I pray that I, dear manger,
May be like you this way

And keep God close within me
Every moment of each day.

Then when He calls me to Him
He’ll know me as His own
For while I was on earth

My poor heart, too, became His throne.

By: Kathy Sabol
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Saint Joseph’s Interior
Life of Hope

Hope has its foundation in faith: we firmly
believe that God is good and keeps his promises through the
merits of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.

ST. JOSEPH

PART I

By Fr. John Ascedu
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“When his mother Mary was betrothed to
Joseph, but before they lived together, she
was found with child through the Holy Spirit.
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous
man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame,
decided to divorce her quietly.  Such was his
intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord

appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary your wife into your home.  For

it is through the Holy Spirit that this
child has been conceived in her.  She

will bear a son and you are to
name him Jesus, because he will
save his people from their sins.

When Joseph awoke, he did
as the angel of the Lord

had commanded him
and took his wife

into his home.” 
Mt. 1:18-24



St. Paul wrote that in hope we were saved (Rm. 8:24).   

We know that, like faith and charity, hope too has its origin in sancti-
fying Grace. 

Through acts of hope, St. Joseph performed acts of divine life, enrich-
ing continually his interior life.  If you take only a brief look at St.
Joseph’s life, you will see to what extent he allowed himself to be
molded in the virtue of Hope.

In the Old Testament, God renewed many times over his promise to
send the Messiah and Joseph knew of that promise in meditating and
praying the Holy Scripture. He was not alone in expecting the
Messiah. Every single married man of the people of Israel was aware
that he could be the chosen father of the Messiah. The general expec-
tation, however, was the wrong one. They were expecting a political
Messiah who would free them from Roman oppressors.

Joseph was one of the few chosen people who anticipated a religious
Messiah who would bring spiritual salvation to his people. Among
them were Mary, the mother of Jesus, Elizabeth and her husband
Zechariah, Simeon and Anna and John the Baptist.  

Without Joseph’s realizing it, God was preparing him to become a very
important person in the life of His Son. God first chose His mother,
Mary the promised spouse of Joseph of Nazareth. To her, he sent
Gabriel announcing that the Son of God was to be born by the power
of the Holy Spirit. Through her humble “Yes” God then became pres-
ent among us in the Messiah. 

Joseph didn’t know anything about this arrangement. What he knew
was that his spouse was with child: from whom? With a broken heart
he decided to break with Mary because he was convinced of his duty
to fulfill the law, but we know he was not eager to do it.  He truly loved
her with all his heart and he was in agony day and night. “What am
I going to do, now?” was the constant refrain that kept him awake.
Just in this moment, full of anguish, emerges in Joseph, the hope that
the situation will take another course.  God was watching over him!
The angel Gabriel once again was sent by the Lord: to Joseph, this
time: “Do not worry about Mary, Joseph. Bring her into your house
because her Son is the Most High.” Joseph said “yes” and did as he was
asked, happy that the old promises were finally to be fulfilled right
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there in his family. We could almost hear him heave a big sigh of
relief! The fulfillment of his hope was at hand and his joy could not
be contained. Unfortunately, Jesus, the Son of God, did not even have
time to take His first breath when He was already in flight with Joseph
and Mary to save Himself from a premature death. Herod was after
Him. Under the advice of an angel, Joseph took Mary and Jesus to
Egypt. Once again his plans were obstructed.
His hopes of starting a new life in Bethlehem,
among his own tribe, were crushed. The
angel told him to wait in Egypt for instruc-
tions. Now, he hoped to go back to his own
country; but when? The hope of going
home was a comfort; but when would that
happen? 

For sure, he went through some hard times:
think about the journey through the desert and
unknown territories, and about finding a house
and work to support his family. He was an immi-
grant like some of us and many of our ancestors:
new language, new customs and new land; new
everything. Hope sustained Joseph as hope
sustained our forefathers.

Living close to Jesus and Mary,
Joseph truly received the graces he
was in need of for his own sanctifi-
cation, especially the grace to maintain a
perfect docility to the action of the Holy Spirit
upon him and to fulfill the delicate mission entrusted
to him by God.  The virtue of hope helped him to be
closer to Jesus and Mary who poured out upon him all
this affection and generosity that we can only imagine.  

Looking at the privilege reserved to Joseph by God we
dare to pray “Hail Joseph, son of David, chosen by the
Father, guardian of the Son, blessed are you among men
and blessed is your dear Jesus.  Custodian of the just, hus-
band of Mary, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of
our death.  Amen.”

ST. JOSEPH
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Joseph, One of Us
By Oscar Luigi Scalfaro, former president of the Republic of Italy

What a great man
Joseph was! Do we 
still remember him? 

He is the saint of family
life, the saint of faith and
fidelity, the saint of sacri-
ficial and selfless love, the
saint of obedience to
God’s word, the saint of
fatherly tenderness that
no one can fully imitate.
He is the saint of conjugal
sweetness made of small
attentions, love and
understanding. He is the
saint of a peaceful death
trusting himself, like a
child, into God’s arms. He
is the saint showing a
brave faith in God’s
divine providence.

O Joseph, from the tribe of David, how many times I forget you!

Perhaps, I perceive you only as a useless wheel within God’s providen-
tial plan of Redemption. How wrong I am! By God’s loving choice,
you are an essential part. 

Perhaps, I look at you as a cardboard hero, almost out of place in
being chosen to live a life you had not dreamt to choose. You are no
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dimensionless hero, you are a “Yes” filled with love and freedom in
your obedient fidelity. You were strong and humble in your daily tri-
als, human and true in your ability and will to love. 

Perhaps, I see you mortified and resigned to the plan of God, Who
placed this burden on your shoulders. It is not so. You were instead a
young and handsome man completely in love with your Spouse. 

Perhaps, I see you more as a statue carrying Baby Jesus in your arms
than a man full of life, an affectionate father, courageous in your deci-
sions, a man of strong will, and of
tender and boundless generosity.

O Joseph, forgive me! Please, forgive
my foolishness! 

Maybe, I should ask Mary how much
you have loved her and how much
she loved you. I should ask your Son
how much you were father to Him
and how much He admired, followed and loved you. I should ask God
in heaven why He was so exceptionally fond of you that He trusted his
divine Son and His Mother to you. At the end, I would find out that you
were a man of incredible faith and of priceless love.

Forgive me, Joseph! 

Joseph, listen to my prayer: I need your help, your protection, your
fatherly care, your faith, and your love. Your heart was humble, burning
and trusting. My heart needs to know how to be like yours, to listen to
the Divine Word that gives strength, brightens the spirit, wins over dif-
ficulties and gives to my human frailty, hope in the face of evil. 

“Do not be afraid! Do not be afraid!”

I should say that over and over to all who are tossed up and down
amidst the fearsome and insidious winds of our world, filled with doubt,
instability and horror.

“Do not be afraid! Do not be afraid!”

Thank you, Joseph! 
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Christmas and Family: Way of Salvation
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (Jn. 1:14)  

By Dieudonne’ le Presbytre

he angels announcing to the
shepherd the birth of the
Redeemer sing “Glory to God in

the highest and peace to those on whom
his favor rests.” (Lk 2:14)  

Christmas is the announcement that
God did not forget mankind, did not
become tired of us, and wants to stay
and walk with us, sending his Son to
assume humanity in the womb of a woman.  He chose a family, the fam-
ily, to tell us that in the family is focused His loving plan of salvation
since the beginning.  “God created man in His image.  Into divine image he
created him; male and female He created” (Gn 2:27)

The Trinity is the eternal image of unlimited sharing of love.  The family
in turn is a visible reflection of God’s eternal and divine love.  Through
the mediation of the family God manifests His providential plan to
rebuild and save mankind, who He created only for His glory.

The great theologian, Blessed Duns Scotus, affirms that even if there was
no need for redemption, the Son of God would equally become flesh to
manifest the glory of God, and at the same time to unite Himself more
closely to us, so that we could experience intimately this glory.

Christmas is the joy of God announced to mankind.  It is the feast of the
family which is founded in God and becomes the source of human and
spiritual joy.  The family is the gift of God full of life and grace for the
growth of the world.  

This is the sense of the message of the Pope to the hundreds of thousands
of persons gathered in Valencia, Spain on the occasion of the Fifth World
Meeting of the Family on July 8-9, 2006.  

Giving the example of the Holy Family, he affirmed that “the language of
faith is learned in homes where faith grows and is strengthened through
prayer and Christian practice.”  He added that, “faith is not merely a cul-
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tural heritage, but the constant working of the grace of God which calls
us and our human freedom, which can respond or not. Even if no one 
can answer for another person, Christian parents are still called to give a
credible witness of their Christian faith and hope.”

How is this faith transmitted from generation to generation?  The Pope
reminds us that, “the Christian family passes on the faith when parents
teach their children to pray and when they pray with them; when they
lead them to the sacraments and gradually introduce them to the life of
the Church; when all join in reading the Bible, letting the light of faith
shine on their family life and praising God as
our Father.”

He reminds also that we should learn from the
example of the Holy Family how to defend and
protect the dignity of the children during their
physical and spiritual growth.  “Along with their
basic right to be born and be raised in the faith,
children have the right to a home which takes as
its model the home of Nazareth, and to be
shielded from all dangers and threats.”

The Pope does not forget the role of the grand-
parents in the family life and has for them a spe-
cial recognition.  “They offer little ones the per-
spective of time; they are memory and richness
of families.  In no way should they ever be excluded from the family circle.
They are a treasure which the younger generation should not be denied,
especially when they bear witness to their faith at the approach of death.”

Let us then take during this coming Christmas the prayer Benedict XVI
addresses to the Virgin Mary.

“O God, who in the Holy Family left us a perfect model of family life, lived in faith
and obedience to your Will, help us to be examples of faith and love for your com-
mandments.  Help us in our mission of transmitting the faith that we received
from our parents.  Open the hearts of our children so that the seed of faith, which
they received in baptism, will grow in them.   Strengthen the faith of our young
people that they may grow in knowledge of Jesus.  Increase love and faithfulness
in all marriages, especially going through a time of suffering and difficulty.  United
to Joseph and Mary we ask this through Jesus Christ your son, Amen.”
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When we think of Christmas we think of salvation and love; love for God
and for man. When St. Bridget asked the Devil who he was, he answered:
“I am the cold” sending the clear cold message that his hatred toward God
and man is a total absence of love. Father Leon Dehon used to tell people
that there are three roads to reach God: fear, hope and love. Well, we bet-
ter leave fear out and go to our Lord, Baby Jesus, our hands filled with love
and to His Mother Mary with our hearts open to hope and love, because
only through hope and love can we appreciate life.

How much we hear about life! Our country seems divided in a particular
way about life’s value. As my Christmas present, I would like to give you
a psalm. It is not one we read in the Bible; however, it is a true hymn to
life. It was written by a Mother who was never a mother but spent her
entire life traveling around the world to talk with her children and save
lives. She is Mother Theresa of Calcutta. Here are her words. 

EVANGELIZATION
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“Life is an opportunity, take it. Life is
beauty, delight in it. Life is beatitude, taste
it. Life is a dream, change it into reality.
Life is a challenge, face it. Life is a duty, do
it. Life is a game, play it. Life is precious,
take good care of it. Life is wealth, treasure
it. Life is love, enjoy it. Life is a mystery,
discover it. Life is a promise, fulfill it. Life
is a hymn, sing it. Life is a struggle, accept it. Life is a tragedy, seize it. Life is
an adventure, risk it. Life is happiness, be worthy of it. Life is life, 
defend it.”

Christmas Day reminds us of the Holy Family of Nazareth who defended
and treasured a new life that was and is the “true life,” Jesus, the Son of
God, who came to give His infinite and divine love. Mary and Joseph
became His family and they did whatever was in their power to protect
him from danger. Each family, formed by man and woman, should be the
true place where a new life may find security and protection. While the
very notion of family is now under siege, it is our duty to defend its
importance and existence in our society and in our hearts according to
God’s divine plan. 

For centuries the people of Israel were waiting for the Messiah. Prophets
pointed toward Bethlehem as his birthplace. Mary and Joseph knew that.
They knew that God’s mysterious way was leading them toward that place
and they followed Him because their hearts were in tune with His will.
They left Nazareth and, after the long days of a
harsh and difficult journey, they reached the
place of their ancestors. 

We should learn from the Holy Family. We too
should leave our comfortable homes and go into
the world to bring the Lord. I am speaking, of
course, about a spiritual “leaving and going”
because the majority of us cannot do that
“physically.” 

St. Anthony said that Christians should be the
feet of Jesus: they bring Him to the world. Let us
be so through our prayer and suffering offered to the Lord for the life of
the world.

Merry Christmas! 
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HOMOSEXUALITY 
and the Traditional Teachings of the Church
By Rev. Jeffrey Robideau

The Letter to the Bishops of the Catholic Church on the Pastoral Care of
Homosexual Persons, CDF, 1986, no. 15 states, “Departure
from the Church's teaching or silence about it, in an
effort to provide pastoral care is neither caring nor
pastoral. Only what is true can ultimately be pas-
toral. The neglect of the Church's position pre-
vents homosexual men and women from
receiving the care they need and deserve.”

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states
the following about homosexuality:

“Basing itself on Sacred Scripture, which
presents homosexual acts as acts of grave
depravity, tradition has always declared
that ‘homosexual acts are intrinsically
disordered.’ They are contrary to the nat-
ural law. They close the sexual act to the
gift of life. They do not proceed from a
genuine affective and sexual complemen-
tarity. Under no circumstances can they be
approved.” (2357)

“The number of men and women who have deep-
seated homosexual tendencies is not negligible. This
inclination, which is objectively disordered, constitutes
for most of them a trial. They must be accepted with respect,
compassion, and sensitivity... These persons are called to fulfill God's
will in their lives and, if they are Christians, to unite to the sacrifice
of the Lord's Cross the difficulties they may encounter from their
condition.” (2358)

“Homosexual persons are called to chastity. By virtues of self mastery
that teach them inner freedom, at times by the support of disinterest-
ed friendship, by prayer and sacramental grace, they can and should
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gradually and resolutely approach Christian perfection. “(2359)

The church looks at the act as distinct from the inclination. The act
is intrinsically disordered and the inclination is objectively disor-
dered. We can therefore say that both are disordered and contrary to
God's design. In either case the person is called to “Christian perfec-
tion.” They are “called to fulfill God's will in their lives.” The Church
says this knowing that we all have inclinations to some evil in our

lives and that we are all called to overcome them through “self 
mastery.”

“Baptism confers on its recipient the grace of purifica-
tion from all sins, but the baptized must continue

to struggle against concupiscence of the flesh and
disordered desires. With God's grace he will pre-

vail- by the virtue and gift of chastity... by
purity of intention. . .by purity of vision,
external and internal; by discipline of feel-
ings and imagination; by refusing all com-
plicity in impure thoughts that incline us
to turn aside from the path of God's com-
mandments.. .by prayer. . . “(2520)

Naturally, there is salvation for those who
repent and amend their life like anyone

who sins and turns back to God with the
intention of never committing that sin again

and to avoid the near occasion of sin, includ-
ing the elimination of the desire for the sin.

The catechism which states that “tradition has
always declared that homosexual acts are intrinsical-

ly disordered” is backed up abundantly by the Scriptures. 

The Bible is an eternal source of Truth, the word of God Himself
and that which Church teaching is based upon and should always be
in harmony with it.

In Genesis 18: 20-21 the Lord says to Abraham, “The outcry against
Sodom and Gomorrah is so great, and their sin so grave, that I must
go down and see whether or not their actions fully correspond to the
cry against them that come to me.” Hence Sodomy is called the sin
that cries out to heaven.  Genesis 19 tells the story of Sodom and
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Gomorrah. The men and
boys alike attempted to have
“intimacies” with the two
angels who stayed in Lot’s
house. They were rebuffed.
Indeed the cry to God was
correct, their perversion was
great and they were
destroyed.

Leviticus 18: 22 says: “You
shall not lie with a male as
with a woman; such a thing
is an abomination. “

Leviticus 18:29 says,
“Everyone who does any 
of these abominations shall
be cut off from among his
people.”

Romans 1:26-27 says, “Their
females exchanged natural
relations for unnatural, and
the males likewise gave up
natural relations with
females and burned with
lust for one another. Males did shameful things with males and thus
received in their own persons the due penalty for their perversity.”

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 says, “...Nor practicing homosexuals... will
inherit the kingdom of God.”

From this we see that homosexuals are those who are inclined or
tempted toward the act of sodomy. They are unnatural and sinful acts
and an abomination that cries out to heaven. Those with these ten-
dencies are called to mortify their lives in a way that abolishes these
tendencies. They are not to just avoid the act of sodomy but are to
destroy the concupiscence in them that leads them to the desire for
such an abomination in their lives.
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You, who want to rejoice with your Father,
look at him upon the loftiness of his throne.
It happened more than once that the loving son of a prince
would almost die out of contentment when seeing his father
seated on his magnificent throne.  Wanting to obtain multiple
graces for yourself from God the Father, petition him as he is
seated upon His throne in heaven. Contemplating a return to
his father, the prodigal son thought of the luxury and the
abundance of his father’s house, and remembered the generos-
ity of his parent.  This led him to hasten back to him.

God the Father does not act as a human father does.  Here on
earth, although rich, a father must limit himself in giving
gifts.  Besides, a father who has many children has to divide
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his riches into many portions so as to be able to give each
child whatever he can.  On the contrary, God the Father, is
rich like the sea, which returns to the earth all the water it
receives without ever diminishing.  God the Father rewards
you for the services you offer to him, and regards you with
love as if he had no one else to think of other than you.  Thus
he resembles the sun, which from the center of the universe
sends its light and warmth to the mountains as well as to the
plains, to the rocks as to the sea, looks at everyone and at the
same time sends its rays to you as if it had no one else to care
for other than you.  Consequently, as the sun illuminates
every corner of the earth, likewise you should remember that
the Lord finds you wherever you may be on earth, in order to
assist you.  The help which God will give you is proportional
to the faith with which you pray to Him.  Therefore, if you
offer humble and fervent prayers, you immediately make
Heaven show its splendor, thereby having God the Father
hasten to your assistance.

Don’t you see how the Most High is surrounding you with
the power of His grace?  Though far away, a father sustains his
son, thinks of him and sends him supplies for living.
Paradise is the holy city of the Lord.  The throne of glory in
Heaven is the dwelling of your Father.  Still he is present to
you, because he is close to you, sees you from on high, reads
the most secret thoughts within your mind, thereby proving
in everything that your loving Father is infinite, and cries out
with His infinite love: “My joy is to dwell in the midst of
men!”  How should you adore God everywhere?  Learn to say
always, “The Lord sees me!”, and to behave in every action
and word as if you saw the Most High with your very eyes.
(Bl. Louis Guanella, “Let Us Go to the Father”, Works, Pg 27-
29)
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What did we inherit
from the past but a
broken world where
nations continually
battle one another in
a display of arrogance
and abusive power?

The past century was marred
by wars and ideological assaults,
branding the nations of the North
with tragic consequences while sad-
dling the nations of the Southern hemi-
sphere with the burdens born of the
avarice and ambition of the most power-
ful nations of the North. We have all been
witness to the moral and cultural wound-
ing of nations and peoples which prevent
them from standing among others with equal dignity and bal-
anced perspective, with self determination and opportunity for
development.

What will the 21st century become? We dare to think that it will
be a century of hope.  In the midst of war, abuse of power and
social injustice, which undermine peace and well-being in many
nations, we as people of God and the Church of the Lord are
convinced that the world is moving toward liberation from slav-
ery and oppression, toward God. We believe Jesus will free us
from sin and death.
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By Fr. Paul Oggioni, SC

AFRICA: THE CONTINENT
OF HOPE



Sustained by this certainty the
Servants of Charity accepted the
challenge to become bearers of
Christ’s peace on the African con-
tinent, cooperating with the local
churches in their daily struggle
for a vital and committed evan-
gelization of the poor according
to the Gospel.

Blessed Louis Guanella grew up
in his spiritual experience and
vocation while the Church was
rediscovering her fundamental
missionary vocation, spreading
the good news in a world mastered by hegemonic ambition.
And so it was that many courageous persons committed them-
selves to Africa in that time through a ministry of evangeliza-
tion, education and human promotion. From their works
emerged integrated cultures for the benefit of Africa’s future
spiritual and social progress. 

Among all these great persons we remark of only a few: Card.
Lavigerie and the Bishops Massaia, De Jacobis and Comboni,
who received from God the gift of awakening  the enthusiasms
of men and women who were willing to follow and compete
with them in the evangelization of Africa.

Fr. Guanella, himself, was animated with a desire to be like these
missionaries, but his time had not yet arrived and he consoled
himself in predicting that, “My priests, brothers and sisters will
do better than me and they will go where I now could not.”

A century has passed and, as Fr. Guanella trusted, the Servants
of Charity are in Africa today, the continent the Church is look-
ing to with hope. Africa has been a people exploited by foreign
powers for its human and natural resources. Today the Church
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is fully committed to share
the same spiritual and
human experience of the
people living, suffering
and struggling on this con-
tinent.

Within the Church we, the
Servants of Charity, strive
to witness faith and live
our vocation in a ministry
of charity with the last
among the poor. The
whole world knows that in
Africa the poorest are those
who cannot provide for
their own subsistence.
Among them the most in
need are orphans and
unprotected street children
dreaming of home, men-
tally and physically dis-
abled people, the terminal-
ly ill and sick who need
care and medicines, mal-
nourished of all ages beg-
ging for food, homeless
refugees looking for shelter
and among all these are
the people who experience
being unwanted and invisible, who are waiting for a smile and
a caress.

Staying and working in Africa, we are called to share with them
“Bread and Paradise” as Blessed Louis Guanella taught us. 
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Guanellian Presence in Africa
■ NIGERIA – Arrival 1992
In 1992 the Servants of Charity started their
apostolate in the former Biafra, the region
destroyed and sacked during a war, which
caused the death of a million persons. In this
region the Guanellians are devoting them-
selves to the assistance and recuperation of
mentally disabled children, medical assis-
tance of the indigent sick, home visiting and
support of aging people and a nutrition pro-
gram for malnourished children. A
Guanellian doctor with his staff coordinates
the different health programs. 

An ever increasing number of youth are ask-
ing to join the Congregation and are formed
in the local seminary for their future ministry with the poor.

■ DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO –
Arrival 1993

Reaching Congo in 1993, the Servants of
Charity found a country devastated by revo-
lution, war and tribal hatred. Since that time
their activities of charity have grown in aid
to homeless children of the street who are
abused in many different ways and often
referred to as a “viral stew” of crime and vio-
lence. Hundreds of children find support 
in day and night centers and residential 
programs following an agricultural and 
vocational training model.

GUANELLIAN LIFE & MISSION
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In Kinshasa, the capital of Congo, where they are surrounded by
violence and degradation, the Guanellian shelters become an oasis
of peace and hope for many children wounded by hatred and
marked by desperation. 

In Congo there is also a House of Formation for African Guanellian
students of Theology following their final formation for the 
priesthood.

■ GHANA – Arrival 1997
Entering Ghana in 1997, the Servants of
Charity took on the responsibility of run-
ning an existing institution caring for more
than one hundred young men and women
with physical handicaps. They are suffering
from various physical disabilities. In addi-
tion to therapeutic treatment   the young
people, when able, also receive vocational
training.  When their educational courses
are complete they return to their village
with the professional tools to carry on the work they have learned
and are able to provide for their needs in a dignified way.

Recently a Formation House began its activities for a group of
Seminarians willing to dedicate themselves to the poor of their
country in the Guanellian way.

GUANELLIAN LIFE & MISSION
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NIGERIA THE STORY SO FAR
By Fr. Kelechi Maduforo, SC

Fourteen years ago, the first
group of Guanellian confreres
set sail toward a quiet town in
the eastern part of Nigeria
called Nnebukwu initiating
the Guanellian mission in
Africa. As they burrowed
through the rough but wel-
coming environment, they
had the mind-boggling task
of determining what to do
and how to do it. However,
looking at the reality which
unfolds each year one can
confidently say that the
Guanellian mission has taken
shape and interestingly the
tent of charity is expanding,
not only in Nigeria, but other
parts of Africa.

The whole story began with a center for mentally retarded people,
with activities ranging from rehabilitation to all forms of assistance to
physiotherapy. These activities are designed for a group of people such
as those with mental retardation, cerebral palsy and autism.
Rehabilitation and training is carried out in an atmosphere of joy and
family belonging.

Apart from the care, there are also other projects that give meaning to
the lives of people living within the vicinity of our center. One such
activity is the monthly care of children and mothers with serious risks
for malnutrition. The nursing mothers receive counseling from the
center and some receive an allowance for the nurture of their babies.

Beyond these services we offer weekly care of about 50 aged persons
from the surrounding villages. This group is made up of aged widows,
or old indigent men and women or those abandoned by their family.
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All these services are colored by the presence of young men, either
aspirants or novices, who are learning to live a brotherly life made up
by attention to the weakest among us.

The other Guanellian reality in Nigeria is located in Ibadan, the
biggest city in West Africa. The center, which was founded six years
ago, was begun as a school for Nigerian candidates aspiring to enter
the congregation of the Servants of Charity. It has since metamor-
phosed into an international school for newly professed African
brothers; it equally functions as a school for the Nigerian candidates
preparing for the novitiate. 

Apart from being a house of formation, the physiognomy of the house
embraces some
other realities.
These include the
care of the elderly
and abandoned per-
sons within the
area of Yemetu, the
area where our
house is located.
The services consist
mainly in the week-
ly provision of
medical attention
guaranteed by a
group of medical
doctors and nurses from a neighboring university hospital. Every
Saturday, there is the presence of doctors and nurses for free medical
services for our indigent brothers and sisters.

Before the year is out, and please God, we will be opening a center for
mentally retarded people which will provide services beyond the ordi-
nary for rehabilitation, assistance and physiotherapy. It is intended
that the center will serve as a resource center for the training of per-
sonnel who will be involved in their care.

This is the journey so far and we cannot conclude without thanking
our benefactors and benefactresses whose benevolence has guaranteed
the little good we are able to do in this ocean of need that engulfs our
experience.
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1st National Conference of the
Lay Guanellian Movement (LGM)
Convened October 6 – 8, 2006 at St. Louis Center
in Chelsea, Michigan
By Sr. Linda Willette, DSMP

South Dakota, Minnesota,
Illinois, Michigan, New York,
Pennsylvania and Rome, Italy
were represented at the First
National “LGM” Conference.
Priests, sisters and laity gathered
together in the love of God,
sharing their experience in the
light of the Charism of Blessed
Louis Guanella. This weekend of
prayer, education and community was a joyful celebration and
confirmation of our diverse involvement in his mission of charity.  

An auspicious beginning! Outstretched hands, welcoming smiles,
hugs and introductions; getting to know one another during our
first shared meal was the experience of Friday’s introductory
evening. 

Individual introductions were made to the group and each talked
about their connection to the Guanellian Family and particular
works at home.  The Servants of Charity (SC) and the Daughters of
St. Mary of Providence (DSMP) briefly described their current min-
istries. Some lay attendees have been part of the Guanellian works
for many years and others are just beginning their involvement. 

Saturday morning’s conference began with Morning Prayer, mind-
ful of the significance of First Saturday and the Feast of the Holy
Rosary.  The Provincial Superior of the DSMP arrived to spend the
day with us, accompanied by many of our sisters and the Vicar
General from Rome.
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Fr. Paul Oggioni, Servant of Charity,
and Sr. Linda Willette, Daughter of
St. Mary of Providence, spoke about
the two congregations, founded by
Fr. Guanella.  Fr. Paul brought an his-
torical viewpoint expounding the
Providence of God, manifest in the
initial works of Blessed Guanella.  He
demonstrated the dynamism of the
man who recognized the needs of
others and immediately reached out
to meet them without regard for
what other people thought or for the
obstacles he might face, having no
resources himself.  He knew God
would provide. 

Blessed Guanella was a man before
his time and many did not under-
stand his charism which was very
simply the Gospel coming alive as
he lived the two greatest command-
ments of “Love of God and Love of
neighbor.”  He has something very
important to tell us today.

Sr. Linda brought us into her confi-
dence and helped us to know the
Daughters of St. Mary of Providence
by sharing something she learned as
a novice: “the name Daughters of St.
Mary of Providence is not only a
name, but a program of life.”   Fr.
Guanella taught the Sisters that faith
in God’s Providence allows us to be
optimistic in facing problems and
helps us to combat injustice. “He
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even saw his own works of charity as a gift of Providence,” she said.
St. Mary, in the middle of our name, shows us how to be attentive
to God’s Will with Mary as our model and our mother.  She teach-
es us by her example, shows us how to respect life and to give of
self.  And, we are Daughters, which is a relationship of dependence
and obedience; we carry an awesome responsibility to mirror this
attitude of dependence in the world.

Fr. Joseph spoke about the Guanellian Family, illustrating through-
out time how it was that Fr. Guanella included persons at his table,
while gathering the people to his table that no one else would
have.  He reflected on how Fr. Guanella’s life mirrored Christ’s life.
The spiritual journey of the apostles of prayer, faith and the pres-
ence of the Father was the journey of Fr. Guanella and it is upon
this same spiritual journey that we may learn from him one hun-
dred years later.

Blessed Guanella, a prophet in his time and certainly our own, is a
gift of God to the Church.  The treasure of his charism was a gift of
Providence and all Guanellians are called to share it.  The charism
is directly given to each branch and while all work together, each
is responsible for living the charism in their life.  It is like “three
families with one heart.”  All are called to witness the love of God
for all, especially the poor.  

First Saturday Devotion at the Shrine of St. Joseph crackled with the
spirit of Blessed Guanella in prayer and Eucharist.  Holy Mass was
celebrated, the Sacrament of the Sick conferred, pilgrims knelt in
Adoration, received a Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament and all
prayed the Rosary at Our Lady’s Grotto; so many of the signs of
God’s Mercy were seen during this afternoon of prayer.

Sunday morning we joined in the Hispanic ministry at the Shrine.
Many intentions were offered during Mass for the safety of families
and the success of their work. All present wished the Lord’s bless-
ings upon them as they prepared to depart.  The image of Our Lady
of Guadalupe was transferred to the Shrine for safekeeping while
they are away and will again accompany them to their encamp-
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YOU ARE 
PERSONALLY 

INVITED
...to join in the next
conference, which

will be held May 4-6,
2007 in Chicago. 

I hope to welcome
you to our Mother
House and extend
the hospitality of 
our community.
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ment next summer.

We gathered one last time in the
Chapel to pray and to consider future
directions for the Lay Guanellian
Movement. All agreed that this time
of formation was important and
promised to keep in touch and to
share and expand our involvement in
various ministries. I believe we all car-
ried within us a spirit refreshed in our
Guanellian charism.
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God’s Providence Shines
On the Shrine of St. Joseph and on the faces of
the Pious Union Members and Volunteers
By Lauren Hill

Inspired improvements to the land surrounding the Shrine of St.
Joseph were worked this year in anticipation of spring 2007, the time
when the Passion and Death of our Lord will be venerated in the
hearts of pilgrims traveling to take their place at the foot of Calvary. 

While Fr. Paul and a subcom-
mittee of the Pastoral
Council continued the
design and planning neces-
sary to begin the project,
acres of land surrounding St.
Joseph’s Shrine were cleared
and brought into use in
preparation for the Calvary.
The Shrine Foresters gener-
ously donated fifty five trees
which were planted in early
spring on the future site and around the Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes.
Already the new Maples wore vibrant autumn colors and young Norway
Spruce trees greened up the Shrine entrance. They all received God’s
bountiful rain and were tucked in nicely for winter with fresh mulch by a
dedicated council member.

Shrine flower beds were given expert care by the Jackson Michigan Master
Gardeners.  With practiced eye and the enthusiasm, generated among
those who love the garden, these men and women worked wonders.  They
have established a Shrine nursery, outside of the new Pious Union Offices,
where donated plants are held until garden space is cultivated. 
They moved and divided many Irises and Lilies and reorganized some 
of the new flowerbeds.  Together they planted 400 donated flower 
bulbs which will bloom in the spring.  Many new plants were also 
added through donations from the community and from the Master
Gardeners, themselves.
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Memorials and Dedications
Dedicate a tile near the Calvary ............................................$250

“I am the Resurrection and the Life” Memorial Wall ..........$500

Dedicate a step of the Holy Stair   ........................................$5000

Dedicate a tile at Our Lady’s Grotto ......................................$250

Become a Shrine Forester, Plant a tree ..................................$150

Dedicate a leaf on the Tree of Remembrance in the Shrine ....$500

All donations are used for ministry at the Shrine of St. Joseph for the
Suffering and Dying and for the continued building up of the Shrine in
his honor.

For more information, please call the Pious Union of St. Joseph Office
Monday – Friday 517-522-8017 or send email to piousunion@pusj.org

Pilgrims traveling to the Shrine during
the warmer months will be able to
attend the celebration of Holy Mass on
Sunday at the foot of Calvary and pray
in the peace and tranquility of Our
Lady’s Grotto.  The trees, plants and
flowers, the falling water of Our Lady’s
Grotto and the relative quiet of this
farming community give us all a place
apart where we may pray, seek the
presence of our Lord in the Eucharist,
give thanks and seek consolation.  

We want to give honor to our dear St.
Joseph every day and impart a tender
love to our Blessed Mother, always
mindful of the sacrifice our Lord made
for us in the shedding of His Precious Blood on Calvary.  

Thank you St. Joseph for bringing many good people to care for your
Shrine this year, May we always give Glory to your son, Jesus!
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From the Mailbag
Dear Fr. Paul,

Please use this gift which God has granted to me to be allowed to give back

to Him, in your most needy mission and for your most needy patients.

Please help the poor and hungry and sick, that Jesus may grant them some

relief from their great suffering.  Continue to pray for my intentions, espe-

cially for a happy death.

Asking your blessing, I remain     D.F .in  Brooklyn, NY

Thank you!  Your substantial donation has been sent to Santa Theresa Home, our

mission in Ghana, where we care for the physically disabled.  A chapel will be

build which will allow all the people in the house and the surrounding town to

visit Jesus and receive the Sacraments. God bless you.  

Dear Father Paolo, 

I’m happy to tell you that my brother is making great progress, and only

has a minor deficit with his speech, due to the medication he is currently

taking.  My family and I have no doubt that the prayers and holy Masses

you offered were instrumental in his recovery.

Would you be kind enough to send me some prayer cards of Blessed Louis

Guanella to give to my family?  I’ll write to you in late October.  God bless

all your work.   I.F. in New York

Thank you for your letters.  Your words are always encouraging and we are all

especially glad to know that your brother is recovering.   We thank God and our

dear St. Joseph!

Dear Father,

I am sending you a donation since I bought a St. Joseph Home Sale Practice

Kit.  I did as the Kit explained and buried the statue, although we have not

sold our house.  When I read the prayer it said St. Joseph could help with

other favors. My husband had been laid off from work for eleven months,

he sent many resumes, finally got one call for an interview.  I prayed to St.

Joseph and the following week he was hired.  I still say the prayer to sell

our house.

Do I need a new statue for another favor?  My husband says you’re only

allowed one favor per statue.  Thank you.   PS in Michigan

Your husband is maybe being generous in thinking that the Shrine would benefit

from another donation.  It is St. Joseph who takes up your cause with Jesus so you

don’t need to worry about new statues.  You could give your husband a statue to

carry with him to work.  In gratitude to St. Joseph I thank you for writing.
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Be a Promoter!Be a Promoter!
Pious Union of St. Joseph

For the Suffering and Dying
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Be a Promoter! 
Spread devotion to St. Joseph, 

Patron of the Suffering and Dying
Share this copy of Now and at the Hour with your Pastor. Let him know that

we will gladly send several copies to him for parish groups or individuals.

Do your relatives and friends want to pray for others?  Are they interested in
becoming members of the Pious Union of St. Joseph? Print their names clearly

below and we will send them an invitation.

Name

Address

City State ZIP

Name

Address

City State ZIP

Name

Address

City State ZIP

Be a Promoter! 
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Sr. Barbara Moerman, DSMP
Daughters of St. Mary of Providence
4200 N. Austin
Chicago, IL  60634
Ph.  (773) 545-8300
E-Mail : srbarbaram@sbcglobal.net

Fr. Paolo Oggioni, SC
Pious Union of St. Joseph 
953 East Michigan Avenue

Grass Lake, MI  49240-9210
Ph. (517) 522-8017

E-Mail: frapauloni@yahoo.com
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