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O St. Joseph, foster father of  
Jesus Christ and true spouse of the  
Virgin Mary, pray for us and the  

suffering and dying of today.

The Voice of Providence: 
Is a non-profit bi-monthly publication 
of the Divine Providence Province of the 
Servants of Charity, a Catholic Religious 
Congregation founded by Saint Louis 
Guanella, (1842–1915).

Mission:
The divine call places the Servants of Charity 
in the heart of the Church, making us share 
more deeply in her mission in the world and 
especially in her care for the poor. In the 
Church, we are witnesses of God’s fatherly 
love and of the sacred value of each person, 
even of the least gifted. 

In collaboration with the people of goodwill, 
we endeavor to safeguard the least ones so 
that we work toward building a better world, 
open to Christ and His Gospel.
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“Since on the seventh day God was finished with the work he 
had been doing, he rested on the seventh day. So God blessed 
the seventh day and made it holy” (Gn 2, 2-3). The Book of 
Genesis reminds us to set aside a day for rest and prayer, which 
the Jewish people call the Sabbath. 

The Sabbath observance is an act of obedience and trust in God. It means we believe 
that the world will not fall apart if we stop our activity. The world is in God’s hands. We 
can hear this truth in Jesus’ words, “Notice how the flowers grow. They do not toil or 
spin. But I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of them. 
If God so clothes the grass in the field that grows today and is thrown into the oven 
tomorrow, will he not much more provide for you, O you of little faith?” (Lk 12, 27-28)

Traditionally, Christians have honored the Sabbath on Sunday because it is the Day 
of Jesus’ Resurrection. In our culture today, it seems that many people are losing the 
practice of honoring the Sabbath. Summer is also a time of vacation that should offer 
rest and refreshment to the whole family. Quite often summer becomes a time to travel, 

And God  
Rested
A Reflection by  
Fr. Joseph Rinaldo, SdC
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discover, experience and get loose. God is forgotten. Rest is forgotten for the desire to 
see more, experience more and try more. It becomes a chase to reach a moveable target 
that, at the end, denies the rest and refreshment we were seeking. Both, at the end of the 
Sabbath and at the end of summer, we are more tired and less refreshed than when we 
started. We need to go back to our ordinary life to find rest.

God’s action is the 
model for human 
action. If God “rested 
and was refreshed” on 
the seventh day, man 
too ought to “rest” 
and should allow and 
assist others, especially 
the poor, “to refresh.” 
The Sabbath brings 
everyday work to a halt 
and provides respite. 
It is a day of protest 
against the servitude 
of work and the worship of money. The Gospel reports many incidents when Jesus was 
accused of violating the Sabbath law. But Jesus never fails to respect the holiness of the 
day. He gives this law its authentic and authoritative interpretation. “The Sabbath was 
made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” With compassion, Christ declares the Sabbath 
for doing good rather than harm, for saving rather than killing. The Sabbath is the day 
of the Lord of mercies and a day to honor God. “The Son of Man is Lord even of the 
Sabbath.” (Mk 2,28)

The Sunday celebration of the Lord’s Day and his Eucharist is at the heart of Church 
life. The Sunday Eucharist is the foundation and confirmation of all Christian practice. 
Participation in the communal celebration of the Sunday Eucharist is a testimony of 
belonging and of being faithful to Christ and to his Church. The faithful give witness by 
this to their communion in faith and charity. They strengthen one another under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

The Sunday rest also gives the opportunity to dedicate time to the family. As a family, 
we gather around the table, invite the Lord and count our blessings. Around the 
table we express our gratitude to Jesus for being our Redeemer. We share with one 
another our joys and our pain, our successes and our failures, our anxieties and our 
concerns. We encourage one another to overcome difficulties and appreciate our 
parents and grandparents for transmitting their faith to us. We affirm our fathers who 
are the spiritual leaders of the family and surround with love our mothers who are the 
custodians of the family holiness. 
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Honoring St. Joseph
Reprinted from L’Osservatore Romano 

In a decree released today by the Congregation of Divine Worship and the Discipline 
of the Sacraments, the Holy See has announced that the name of Saint Joseph, spouse 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, will be added to the Eucharistic Prayer II, III, and IV in the 
Roman Missal.

Regarding His virtuous example, the decree, which was signed by Cardinal Antonio 
Cañizares, prefect of the Congregation, stated that St. Joseph exercised paternal care 
over Jesus with grace. St. Joseph adhered “firmly to the mystery of God’s design of 
salvation in its very beginnings” as well as standing as “an exemplary model of the 
kindness and humility that the Christian faith raises to a great destiny,” the decree 
stated.

“Through these virtues, this Just man, caring most lovingly for the Mother of God and 
happily dedicating himself to the upbringing of Jesus Christ, was placed as guardian 
over God the Father’s most precious treasures. Therefore he has been the subject of 
assiduous devotion on the part of the People of God throughout the centuries, as the 
support of that mystical body, which is the Church.”

St. Joseph, who is honored as the Patron of the universal Church, has been shown 
great devotion and honor, especially by the Popes in recent years. During the Second 
Vatican Council, Blessed Pope John XXIII decreed that St. Joseph’s name be added 
to the Roman Canon. Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI as well as Pope Francis have also 
confirmed the devotion to the foster father of Christ. 

“In this, the Pontiffs had before their eyes the full communion of the Saints who, once 
pilgrims in this world, now lead us to Christ and unite us with him,” the decree stated.

The decree stated that the new formulas for the addition of St. Joseph in the Eucharistic 
prayers would follow after the name of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
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Lord, Now Let Your Servant  
Go in Peace
By Fr. Paul Oggioni, SdC

Seated at the door of a house, a mature man is absorbed in 
meditation. He observes Jesus saying goodbye to his mother 
while three young men await Jesus outside. They seem ready 
to begin a long journey because all of them are carrying a 
walking-stick peculiar to travelers.

When I first saw this image, which was painted in 1905 by an unknown Italian painter, 
Mr. A. Sigismondi, my first reaction was that the mature man seated at the door was 
none other than St. Joseph himself.

My mind raced back to the day when Joseph and Mary reached the Temple of 
Jerusalem to offer their first-born Son to the Lord as the Mosaic Law required. The 
young couple, touched by the mystery of God, appeared before the Almighty to submit 
their ‘Yes’ to God’s providential plan of love once again. They were sure that the light of 
His grace would scatter away the darkness of doubt and uncertainty that was attempting 
to envelop their minds and upset their hearts.

The Holy Spirit inspired the elderly Simeon to go to the Temple. There he took the baby 
boy in his arms and said, “Lord, now let your servant go in peace; your word has been 
fulfilled: my own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of 
every people: a light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel (Lk 
2,30-32).”

Turning to Mary, he added, “This child is destined to be the downfall and the rise of 
many in Israel…and you yourself shall be pierced with a sword (Lk 2,34-35).” 

Once all the prescriptions of the Law were carried out, Mary and Joseph went back 
to Nazareth to resume their normal life of prayer and work that previous events had 
greatly disturbed: traveling to Bethlehem, the birth of Jesus in a stable, the heavenly 
singing of Angels, the visit of shepherds and Magi, the flight to Egypt, the fear of being 
caught in an endless persecution, and, finally, their return to Nazareth.

The boy in the meantime grew up. He grew up like any other boy. But he was not like 
any other boy. Mary and Joseph looked to God’s mystery revealed in Him. With Him, 
they attended the local synagogue every Saturday, and while Jesus immersed Himself 
in the contemplation of His Father’s word, they too received light and comfort in their 
earthly pilgrimage of faith. By faith they were able first to glimpse and then to recognize 
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that something exceptional was happening in the life of that mysterious and wonderful 
son of theirs.

He was an obedient son, a happy and serene boy, a hard working boy, in love with His 
Father, a boy filled with grace and wisdom in front of God and men.

Mary constantly contemplated in Him the fruit of her love for God. Joseph too 
wondered if the boy, that everyone believed was his son, was in effect the revelation of 
the promises made by God of sending a savior to His people.

The two kept their thoughts in their hearts, and since they placed their full trust in 
the merciful love of the God of their fathers, together with Jesus they often prayed, 
“Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel because He has visited and ransomed His 
people (Lk 2,68).”

Now the time came when Joseph connected all the dots. The son that had been 
entrusted to him, that he loved so much as if he was his own, that son had reached the 
time in which He had to abandon 
himself totally to the requests of His 
heavenly Father. In that tender hug 
given to His mother, Joseph felt part 
of his heart break. He felt deep down 
in himself the pain of the terrible 
passion that Jesus, adored by Angels 
and Magi, would suffer later on.

The tragedy of Jesus’ painful passion 
appears on the face of Joseph. By 
seeing Jesus beginning His journey 
to Jerusalem where all the promises 
would be fulfilled, he seems to 
anticipate Jesus’ cry on the cross, “It 
is finished! Father, into your hands I 
commend My spirit!”

The time also arrived for Joseph to 
reflect on the words of Simeon and 
make them his own, “Lord, now 
let your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled: my own eyes have seen the 
salvation which you have prepared in the sight of every people: a light to reveal you to 
the nations and the glory of your people Israel.”

Pilgrims visiting the Shrine of St. Joseph can contemplate this scene at the church’s 
main entrance. 
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A Ministry of Love and a  
Bridge of Solidarity
By Fr. Paul Oggioni, SdC

In early 1913 St. Louis Guanella came to the United States, 
impelled by his thirst for souls and the fire of his burning 
charity to help the thousands of immigrants who came here 
from Italy. Their great dream was to find the golden land that 
would allow them to overcome the tremendous poverty that 
left deep and painful wounds in their bodies and souls. Fr. 
Guanella’s tree of charity was already bearing abundant fruit, 
and he came here to extend his branches to those in need. 

Before leaving Italy he visited Pope Pius X in March, thanking him for the support of his 
missionary trip to America. Then he opened his heart to him, and shared his inspiration 
born of the Holy Spirit. Because it was impossible to help all those in need due to a 
shortness of workers, he was inspired to create something of greater significance. 
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He established an association of volunteers invoking the intercession of St. Joseph to ask 
God for special graces and mercy for the dying. In this way they could obtain the grace 
to reach the threshold of Paradise reconciled with God. Pope Pius X gave his approval 
and asked to be inscribed as the first member of the Pious Union of St. Joseph to pray 
for the suffering and dying.

From the Church of St. Joseph that Fr. Guanella built in Rome to honor the great 
Patriarch, the Pious Union of St. Joseph spread quickly throughout the world. 
Since then, millions of devotees of St. Joseph incessantly begged God, through the 
intercession of St. Joseph, for the dying to enter eternal life repented and purified.

Later, in the month of May 1913, the first group of Daughters of St. Mary of Providence 
arrived in Chicago where they increased their number and multiplied their works of 
charity helping those most in need. These are the three great events the Daughters of St. 
Mary of Providence and 
the Servants of Charity 
are celebrating all over 
the world and especially 
here in U.S.

We would like to return 
to the origins of our 
ministry here among 
the poor, inspired by 
the fire burning in the 
heart of our Founder, 
St. Louis Guanella. We 
too would like to reach 
the last border of the 
world. We know that it 
is impossible to do this 
physically, but this chain 
of prayers unites us with all of you, dear members of the Pious Union of St. Joseph. 
Today the two Guanellian Congregations are working in 22 countries sowing the seeds 
of solidarity through the spiritual and material cooperation of all of you.

As the U.S. Director of the Pious Union of St. Joseph, I have worked for many years in 
Paraguay and in the Philippines. Now here in the U.S., I am at the Shrine of St. Joseph 
in Grass Lake, MI, working with our Latino immigrants. We work as missionaries; 
preaching the Gospel and caring for the poor and the sick with whom Jesus identifies 
himself. Although this fills us with joy and enthusiasm, our pain is profound when we 
are unable to help all those who are in need of relief from their suffering.
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That is why, on behalf of the 
Servants of Charity working 
in India, the Philippines 
and Vietnam, I dare to 
stretch my hand to beg for 
help. There are fifty (50) 
Servants of Charity in those 
countries celebrating Mass 
every morning. Immediately 
afterward, they care for 
orphans, street children, 
the elderly, the mentally 
disabled and the incurable 
people who crowd our 
Centers.

I wish to enlist your support for a campaign of solidarity promoting an “Everyday Mass 
for Missionaries.” If you send a donation of $10 for a Mass intention, this amount will be 
immediately sent to our missionaries. In this way you will support both the missionaries 
celebrating Masses for you and at the same time those who knock at their doors asking 
for help. Please, help them! Jesus says, “I assure you, as often as you did this for the least 
of my brothers, you did it for me.” (Mt 25,40)

In Memory of Mrs. Lauren Hill
We remember with great admiration and affection Mrs. 
Lauren Hill. She fulfilled her desire to be more in contact 
with God while being a tremendous help in our mission 
of the Pious Union of St. Joseph for the Suffering and 
Dying. She was a member of the Guanellian Cooperators, 
the Third Order of the Guanellian Family. She suddenly 
passed away on May 15th. With a deep sense of gratitude, 
we entrust Lauren’s soul to God and are assured that 
through the intercession of St. Joseph, whose devotion she trustfully 
heralded, she will soon be experiencing her eternal happiness in heaven. 
Mass for the repose of her soul was celebrated on June 7th, the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus at the Shrine of St. Joseph.



Dear Editors,

Regarding your story, “Servants of Charity Celebrate Centennial Anniversary of St. 
Guanella’s USA Visit” in the June-July issue, at the top of page 19 you stated that the 
sisters were unable to sustain their mission and eventually returned to Italy. That 
information is incorrect. They did not return to Italy but stayed on despite all of the 
misunderstandings and hardships.

Hopefully, you can let your readers know that our sisters were convinced that they were 
sent by their Founder, St. Guanella, to carry out their mission among the poor and 
suffering and did not return to Italy.

Sr. Patricia McCafferty, DSMP

Dear Father Rinaldo,

I write to thank you for your excellent publication Now and at the Hour. The recent 
April/May issue is truly one of the best. The Down Syndrome article is a stark reminder 
to all who read it and give long reflection on it.

Your work is most excellent, and the reflection on the opening page ‘The Sign of the 
Times,’ is most sobering. I thank you.

Sincerely in Christ Risen,

Father Bernard C. Francis

Dear Mrs. Flaherty,

I so enjoyed your article on Rita Fontana. As a worker in a crisis pregnancy center, Rita’s 
courage and surrender has great appeal. Where can I find out more about this saintly 
woman? I read and speak Italian so I could go to sources.

Thank you for your good work.

Terry, Eugene OR

Dear Terry,

It is interesting to note that Rita’s family belonged to the parish in Pianello Lario where 
St. Guanella was the pastor. You can also visit the website created by her husband and 
son: gliamicidirita.org it is written in Italian. I hope this helps give you more ‘food for the 
journey.’

Mailbag

10   |   Mailbag
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Our Lady of Workers
By Fr. Joseph Rinaldo, SdC

The history of the Icon and 
the title, Our Lady of Workers, 
makes a very interesting 
story. It would appear a fairy 
tale, but it is a true story of 
real people and real events.

At the north end of Lake Como there 
was a large area, locked in by alpine 
mountains that had turned into a putrid swamp and marshes fed by storm water and 
melting snows. Reeds, weeds and brush obstructed the flow of water toward the lake. A 
potentially fertile land had become a no man’s land and a source of malaria. 

One day, a saintly priest, born in the upper valley, and traveling through those lands 
quite often, had a bright idea. That priest was St. Louis Guanella, a courageous man 
who never gave up when faced with challenges. He was a think tank of projects and 
believed that those marshes could be restored into fertile land capable of providing jobs 
and food. He studied the possibilities. He consulted experts and secured permits and 
assistance. Then he gathered a group of people who believed in the project and moved 
on decisively. 
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Since he worked for God and not for himself, he first built a small and modest chapel 
of wood on a knoll in honor of the Blessed Mother. Next, he built a few shacks for 
the workers. At sunrise and at daybreak they all took time for a prayer to the Blessed 
Mother of God and started to address her as Our Lady of Workers.

It was hard, unpleasant and dangerous work. However, in a few years, with the help of 
benefactors, experts, engineers, workers, his priests and a few of his special residents, 
Father Guanella’s dream came true.

The marshes and swamps turned into fields of corn and pasture. The putrid and 
smelling bogs gave way to gardens, trees, roads and drinking water pipelines. 

The neighboring farmers and owners, skeptical at first, now joined in the effort. At this 
point even the Government intervened with a plan that included the entire surrounding 
region. 

The small chapel of the Virgin Mary remained always at the heart of the whole project. 
A very meaningful group sculpture in wood was added. The Blessed Mother is standing 
at the center gently bowed toward a farmer kneeling in prayer while on her other side a 
worker, also on his knees, kisses her cloak. 

For the first time they celebrated the Feast day of Our Lady of Workers on May 4, 1901. 
Since then this celebration has been held on the first Sunday of May.

The message and the meaning of Our Lady of Workers is powerful. The background is 
an historical event of redemption. Where death and stagnation sprawled, now stands a 
town of dignified life and employment. 

In the statuary, work is strictly connected with faith and the Mother of God. Because 
human labor reaches beyond production and it cannot be limited to the financial and 
commercial efforts, human work has the dignity of a vocation. The worker is not a 
production machine, but a spiritual being gifted with creativity, with family and social 
responsibilities and relationships, with aspirations that transcend the business contract.
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Human labor, besides production is also beauty, art, creation, imagination and religion. 
It cannot be confined to an exchange of goods. Otherwise, human labor is reduced to 
performance where the human body acts only for money. The Creator who made him 
in His own image and likeness has sealed the dignity of man. 

Finally, the image of Our Lady of Workers inspires intimacy, faith and tenderness.

“You are not alone” she says. Whatever our experience of life, we will always have a 
mother close to us. It is a presence of love, a presence that knows the turmoil of life, but 
also offers the way to overcome it. Mary says to the workers, “Have faith! I will be with 
you always, even at the foot of your own cross.”
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John Paul II — Saint
Reprinted from L’Osservatore Romano

While the official date has yet to be set by the Holy See, it has now 
been announced that his canonization will take place before the end 
of 2013.
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Following the approval of the second miracle, the Commission 
of Cardinals and Bishops met and reached a consensus on the 
aforementioned dicastery. Then on Friday July 5, 2013, Pope Francis 
approved the miracle attributed to the intercession of Pope John 
Paul II, clearing him for sainthood. At the same time, he made 
the unusual decision to make beloved Pope John XXIII a saint 
through his own authority as pope, to “dispense” with the normal 
canonization procedures on his own merit, without a miracle.

The verdict of the Medical Commission of the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints was given at the end of April—the inexplicable cure of 
a woman attributed to John Paul II. The miracle took place on the night 
of May 1, 2011, the day of Pope Wojtyla’s beatification. Nothing is known 
about its nature, but it has been referred to as very impressive.

Monsignor Slawomir Oder, postulator of the cause, presented the alleged 
miracle last January to the doctors for their examination and statement 
on its miraculous nature.

The two doctors of the Vatican Consultation were the first to approve 
it, considering it an inexplicable cure. The clinical material was then 
presented officially to the dicastery and discussed by the Consultation,  
a commission of seven doctors.

The Consultation, headed by cardiologist Patrizio Polisca, who looked 
after John Paul II, Benedict XVI and now Pope Francis, agreed that the 
cure was inexplicable.

The miracle that made John Paul II’s beatification possible was the 
inexplicable cure of a nun, Sister Marie Simon Pierre, who was suffering 
from Parkinson’s.

The Church establishes that after the Commission of Cardinals 
approves the heroic virtues of a candidate, a first miracle is necessary 
to proclaim him Blessed, as confirmation by God, given that in a whole 
human life there can be unknown factors that impede holiness. If the 
cause is that of a martyr, a first miracle is not necessary. A Blessed may 
be venerated publicly in the local Church, namely, in his diocese.

A second miracle is required for canonization, after the candidate has 
been proclaimed Blessed. Canonization bestows on the candidate the 
title of Saint, allowing them to be venerated with public devotion by the 
whole Catholic Church.
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Human 
Suffering
By Fr. Joseph Rinaldo, SdC

St. Louis Guanella is called the Samaritan Priest because he 
was touched and inspired by the meditation on the parable 
of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10, 29-43). He followed with his 
heart and deeds Jesus’ exhortation, “go and do likewise.” 

This parable needs meditation; it is not enough to read it. Every word is loaded with 
love and purpose. The two officials “saw him and passed by on the other side. But 
a Samaritan traveler...” That simple word ‘but” is heart breaking; it is the beginning 
of a compassionate love. It is the turning point of many lives. The gestures of the 
Good Samaritan are caring, determined, effective and constructive. “He saw him…” 
The Samaritan looks at him with the same tenderness of Jesus. “He was moved with 
compassion…” The same compassion Jesus had for the crowds and the suffering. “He 
approached the victim…” No hesitation, but action, people come first. He does not 
think of him as an unknown person, but as a victim. “He bandaged his wounds…” 
Compassion moves to improvisation to the best of his ability. “He poured oil and 
wine…” All from his own reserve, donated, not sold. “Then he lifted him up…” He took 
him in his arms, like a father or a mother with their own child. “He took him to an 
inn…” He wanted to finish what he started all the way to full recovery. “And cared for 
him…” physically and emotionally. He shows affection and protection for the victim, 
shocked and in fear. “Took out two silver coins…” Compassion has no limits and love 
has no restraint. “Take care of Him. If you spend more…I shall repay you on my way 
back.” He shows total concern and total commitment. Jesus, in fact, loved us to the 
point of carrying our sins all the way to Calvary. The innkeeper trusted this generous 
man who had become an evangelizer; a witness of the love of Jesus for all, especially, the 
poor and suffering. 

The Gospels narrate many episodes where Jesus was moved with great compassion 
toward individuals or crowds. This compassion is the love of God for man; it is mercy, 
that is, the attitude of God in contact with human misery, with our poverty, our 
suffering and our anguish. The Sacred Heart of Jesus is the physical expression of God’s 
love. The Lord is always watching us with mercy. Let us be not afraid to approach him. 
He has a merciful heart. If we show our spiritual or physical wounds, our sins, He 
always forgives us. He is pure mercy. 



20   |   Suffering and Dying

The powerful message of this parable tells us that we cannot ignore the suffering of our 
neighbors and in general the human suffering. Suffering calls for the respect of silence 
for the suffering persons but also a loud voice against the injustice toward the poor and 
the voiceless. 

Often when we visit the sick, we ask ourselves the question: “What can I do?” 
Ordinarily we limit ourselves to material things. A gift, an errand, some company, 
advice, words of encouragement. Perhaps the true question should be, not what can I 
do, but “Who can I be for 
the poor and suffering?” 
The best gifts are those that 
express kindness, friendship, 
patience, joy, forgiveness, 
hope and love. I visit nursing 
homes, assisted living 
facilities and retirement 
centers. In these places, 
many even beautiful and 
comfortable, the saddest 
feeling is loneliness. I 
remember a nice lady crying 
while saying: “Father, my son 
brought me here three years 
ago. I have not seen him 
since.” 

The sick and the poor in 
turn become a gift to us. 
They give us a lesson in life; 
they help us to value the goods of health and family; they teach us that even in difficult 
situations we can keep our serenity and grow spiritually. Many suffering people have 
been an inspiration to the ones who meet them. Many of us can truly say: “I receive a 
lot more than what I give.” 

St. Louis Guanella went down on the streets and collected all who had no family, home, 
food or education, regardless of age, faith or background. He rebuilt a family around 
them, removed their fears and anxieties, gave them hope and dignity and helped them 
to discover how much God loved them.

Jesus’ invitation, “go and do the same” still stands for each one of us. It is up to us to 
discover the treasures of his heart and share it with our brothers and sisters in need.
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The Laity and Charity: 
Volunteerism in the Guanellian Lay Movement
By Joseph Yekulis

What is the Guanellian Lay Movement? According to Making 
Charity the Heart of the World, published by the Servants of 
Charity, “The Guanellian Lay Movement is the common 
dwelling of all men and women of good will. 

Attracted by the spirituality of Fr. Guanella, they show concern and care for the poor 
and have the desire to increase the culture of solidarity and love in the world.” When 
seeking to define an identity for Lay Guanellians, we find that a great deal of love and 
compassion exists within the people who support the Guanellian religious orders. “All 
those who actively care for the poor inside and outside of the Guanellian charitable 
structures, public institutions or the Church, and which consciously express some traits 
of the Guanellian spirit and charism can be members of the Movement. These manifold 
and diverse contributions find their unity and energy for development in the charitable 
example of Father Guanella and in sharing his spirituality, according to each person’s life 
experience and potential,” (pp. 20–21).

Lay Guanellian, Don Doll, receives a “Lifetime 
Achievement Award” from Fr. Enzo Addari.
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Born in the northern Alps of Italy, St. Louis Guanella lived from 1842–1915, and 
made it his life’s work to care for the “poorest of the poor.” As he began establishing 
his “Houses” for the poor and disabled throughout Italy and Europe, he found himself 
relying heavily on lay people in his local communities to assist him in his endeavors. 
The Parables of a Good Samaritan details the harsh realities of the poverty that existed 
in 19th Century Italy, but also Fr. Guanella’s total faith in Divine Providence, along with 
his many friends within the laity who would come through at the last minute when all 
seemed lost; to provide him with the “Divine Providence” he needed to make it through 
another day. 

Here in the United States, the Servants of Charity continue to minister to people with 
special needs and the suffering and dying in Chelsea and Grass Lake, MI, Springfield, 
PA, and E. Providence, RI. So where are the living examples of the “Guanellian Lay 
Movement” here in the United States? Two prominent examples can be found within a 
five mile radius of St. Louis Center in Chelsea, MI through the Doll and Koenn families. 
Both began helping the Servants of Charity at the beginning of their U.S. operations in 
1960, and shared their talents with the original priests who arrived here from Italy for 
the dedication of the 
St. Louis School for 
Exceptional Boys. 

Don Doll was 
working as a 
supervisor at the 
nearby Chrysler 
Proving Grounds, 
while raising a 
family and working 
his own farm 
operation. “I started 
helping as soon 
as they started 
digging out the 
back ponds in 1960. 
Fr. Germano was 
the first priest that 
I met, along with 
Fr. Umberto and 
Fr. Louis. I think my faith caused me to get involved. It was my ability to help others in 
need, and it was something I enjoyed. Since I’ve been retired, I’ve had a lot more time 
to help, so now I pick up the daily extras that they need to keep the place running. Auto 
parts, plumbing, and electrical supplies are examples of some of the things I go after.” 
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Doll is now well into his 80s, and because of his life on the farm, looks like he could 
still rope a steer or two. He has passed his values on to his son Larry, who serves as the 
Chairman of the SLC Community Advisory Council; carrying out his family’s service 
into the next generation. 

Charles and Judy Koenn are two more “Lay Guanellians” who have been serving the 
Guanellians for over 50 years. According to Charlie, “I was a junior in high school when 
they started building St. Louis Center back in 1960. I remember meeting all of the 
original priests back then, and my dad had me go over and start helping them clear out 
all of the old trees and fence rows that were there. The property was on an old farm that 
was in ruins, and I got to watch them build the new buildings. I was always impressed 
with the way they took care of the kids. I remember how Fr. Umberto would walk 40 
boys down Hayes Rd. past my house, just to make sure they were getting their exercise. 

“It seems like they’ve always been part of my life, because Fr. Umberto performed 
my first wedding ceremony to Margot, (who passed in 1989), and then Fr. Joseph 
performed my second wedding ceremony to Judy in 1992. Fr. Germano performed my 
son Charlie’s baptism at St. Mary Parish, and Fr. Joseph did his confirmation.”

Now that both Charlie and Judy are retired from their formerly hectic lives, they spend 
their time helping St. Louis Center in other ways. They can now be found tending 
the flower gardens, just as easily as they can be found supporting a St. Louis Center 

Lay Guanellian Charlie Koenn 
enjoys a lighter moment at  
the annual Fall Auction with 
Fr. Enzo Addari.



Lay Guanellian Judy Koenn is 
hard at work tending the flower 

gardens of St. Louis Center. 

fundraiser. According to Judy, “From 
what we’ve seen in our lives, we are 
inspired by the Guanellians; their 
goals, their mission, and the life of 
Fr. Guanella throughout the world. 
They must be doing something right 
to be serving so many people. If God 
is in it (your life), the spirit can’t be 
quenched.”

For more information about the 
Guanellian Lay Movement or 
providing assistance to the Servants 
of Charity, write to joeyekulis@
servantsofcharity.org.
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Show Your Faith  
to Whomever Asks
By Fr. Adeodado De Los Santos, SdC

Several days ago, I came across an expression from St. John 
Damascene, a Syrian priest from the seventh century. He was 
from an Arab family and was a Christian by faith, who taught 
his followers how to deal with pagans by asking them to explain 
their faith. 

He suggested they answer 
simply, by taking them by the 
hand, and bringing them to 
their church to show them 
the images, the paintings, and 
their spiritual works. Because 
faith cannot be explained; it 
must simply be shown. St. 
John Damascene certainly was 
not referring to the statues, 
paintings and ornaments in the 
Christian churches of that time, 
but he also thought that the 
Eucharistic celebrations, the art, 
and life of the faithful could also 
teach others.

Today, many doubts and difficulties’ assail and disturb us when dealing with the articles 
of our faith. There are now, as then, great questions about our existence; how to live, and 
how to deal with the instincts of our human nature that faith helps us to control, while 
our culture wants us to be wild and free. We see many evil things in the world; suffering, 
hunger, injustice, war, and poverty that the teaching of Jesus has still not managed to 
defeat. 

Once again I realize that the Fathers of the Church have taught us how to live, and to 
transmit our faith as a gift from God, into helping us witness and announce His loving 
plan so that everyone may join in His salvation. 

The other meaning of this statement of St. John Damascene, is the presentation of our 
faith through a joyful sincere affection (taking the hand of the pagan), making him feel 



”“
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at home in our communities’ (introduce him to our church), helping him to discover 
the action of the grace present in the members inspired by the Spirit and working in 
the Church throughout the ages (showing the paintings, the images and the works 
within). I saw all this in consonance with my ministry with Latinos who do not know 
much about our dogmas, but believe in them and live them with more heart than mind, 
because faith is a matter of heart and will. These suggestions from St. John Damascene 
made me aware of the significance of my pastoral ministry with the Latinos attending 
our local Churches.

I’ve lived with them on the streets, seeing that their spiritual experiences have been 
impressed upon their minds and spirits and inherited from their culture. Their body 
also becomes an expression of their spirituality, rooted in the dogmas of the Church, 

The life of Jesus has been a cross and 
martyrdom. Who are we to change 
what He has proposed to us: ‘If you 
want to be my disciple, take up your 
cross and follow me’?
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but expressed with rites and 
liturgies that reveal their 
unlimited trust in God, who 
gives them strength, justice, 
freedom and peace. Life and 
death, suffering and joy, tears 
and smiles are the elements 
always present in the public 
manifestation of their faith. 
They know how to plunge 
deeply into the mystery 
they are celebrating with the 
theatricality that involves 
them emotionally. On the 
road, they celebrate Advent 
by identifying themselves with Mary and Joseph looking for a dignified home to give 
birth to the Redeemer. They identify themselves with the shepherds and the Magi 
who worship the newborn Savior. They go to the temple with lighted candles to offer 
the Child Jesus to the eternal Father. They flee to Egypt, also accompanying the Holy 
Family. They celebrate the passion and death of Jesus with a deep affection that allows 
them to suffer the same pains as the crucified Son of God. They mourn with Mary at the 
foot of the cross, and exult with the women kneeling in front of the Risen Lord. They 
celebrate the mysteries of Christ and the sorrows of the Virgin Mary, mirroring in both, 
all their suffering and receiving the strength to overcome them, so that everything may 
be done according to the will of God. The life of Jesus has been a cross and martyrdom. 
Who are we to change what He has proposed to us: “If you want to be my disciple, take 
up your cross and follow me”?

It is on the streets where they can better express their faith, walking in the cold or 
the heat, with sounds and songs, showing their images and artwork, but especially 
expressing their joy of walking together holding hands; convinced that each of them 
is a neighbor that others should help and love. During this public expression of their 
faith there are always curious people watching them, astonished, while others are taking 
pictures and videos. Many are indifferent, while others stop to look and contemplate. 
What is important is for us to know that our belief opens us up to the divine life and 
puts us in constant contact with God. It allows us to trust in Him and makes us say, 
“Lord, you are mine,” because He tells us, “You are mine, from the moment I thought of 
you.” 

Our personal relationship with God and the dialogue with our neighbors must become 
the focal points of our faith, because it is through this door that others may join us on a 
journey that will last a lifetime; until the day of our final encounter with the Lord.
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Well, I’ve never been one for 
putting on a pious show.  
When it came time for our  
25th Jubilee, I had no desire  
to be there.

 But, as one of the Jubilarians, I knew there 
was no way out. So when I tell you of our big 

“To-Do,” celebrating 25 years as a Daughter of 
St. Mary of Providence, I can’t just tell you of a 

beautiful ceremony, reunion of old friends and lots of 
reminiscing. 

To be fair to Jesus, I have to start with the call. I was sitting in the chapel at Marytown, 
the Franciscan Friary in Libertyville, IL. It was somewhere in the middle of the night 
and I was talking with someone I wasn’t quite sure was for real. I wasn’t Catholic and 
how I ended up there is one of those tricks that our Lord plays on us, working His 
designs that bypass every rule of common sense. 

It was the end of a month-long stay at Marytown and this was one of the last 
opportunities I would have in that chapel. For me, it all came to a head. If that round 
piece of bread up there was just a piece of bread, then all these people bowing down to 
it were idolaters and their faith, heresy. But if it was real—if this was who they say it is 
by their gestures, words and lives… Oh dear! I knew it was real by the authentic, simple 
lives of prayer that I saw in those brothers. And I knew I had to say it. My biblical 
protestant background told me as if by instinct that I had to “confess with my lips that 
Jesus is Lord.” (Rom 10,9) And so I did. I said, “Ok, I believe. I believe this is You, Lord.” 
And the reply was swift. Without even letting me take another breath, the next thought 
came, “And He demands my all.” I knew from that moment on that God had plans for 
me to be His. 

Less than three years later I entered the Daughters of St. Mary of Providence with five 
other young women who, like me, had no idea what lay ahead. I think anyone who 
accompanied me through those early years would have to admit I am not exaggerating 
when I say it was no bed of roses. But, no matter the circumstances, the certainty of that 
call and Who it was that called, gave me a foundation that nothing this side of heaven 
would be able to shake. 

Fast forward 27 years to the same chapel where we entered the convent in January 1986. 
Again we were in the same two front benches we shared long ago. Now I recall a day of 
disillusionment. For the first time in my life, I really did think, “What good am I doing? 
What’s it all worth?” And just as quickly I thought of those faces—my “Companions” 

25 
YEARS
By Sr. Kathy Stark

25 
YEARS
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as we call those we enter with. My vows were to them as much as to Jesus. Their 
faithfulness and support would never allow me to give any less. 

“It’s easy to start,” I remember someone saying on my First Profession Day, “another 
thing to finish.” I understood in my mind those words were true. Yet, at what may 
very well be the half-way mark, those words take on a different reality. I look to Our 
Eucharistic Lord in adoration and remind Him, “This was Your idea, not mine.” The 
words of St. Louis Guanella ring more true with every year, “E Dio che fa.” (It is God 
who does.) 

I pray that I may live that same kind of authentic, simple life of prayer that I saw in 
those brothers so long ago. “Not to us, not to us O Lord, but to your name give the 
glory.” (Ps 115,1)

Sr. Kathy Stark, in front, shown with her “Companions”  
l to r: Srs. Rhonda Brown, Brenda McHugh, Mary Walker 
and Esther Leroux sailing on Lake Como.

Note: The years of religious profession are counted from the First Profession, when we make our first 
temporary vows for one year at a time, not the day of entrance into the convent or Day of Perpetual Vows.
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Remember Your Loved Ones 
By Making a Dedication or Memorial in Their Name

Dedicate a step of the Holy Stair .................................................................. $5000

Dedicate a Pew in the Shrine ........................................................................ $1000

“I am the Resurrection and the Life” Memorial Wall  ................................ $500

Dedicate a tile near the Calvary .................................................................... $250

Become a Shrine Forester, Plant a tree ......................................................... $150

Dedicate a leaf on the Tree of Remembrance  
in the Shrine ................................................................................................... $500

All donations are used for 
ministry at the Shrine of 
St. Joseph for the Suffering 
and Dying and for the 
continued building up of 
the Shrine in his honor.

For more information  
or to make a pledge,  
please call the Pious Union of St. Joseph Office  
Monday–Friday at 517-522-8017. 

Send email to piousunion@pusj.org.
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The Pious Union of St. Joseph’s Library 

Spiritual Pages
St. Louis Guanella wrote about every conceivable aspect of 
faith, but he was not a theorist, he was practical. 

His concern was not so much to 
explain what the faith is, as to tell 
people how to live the faith. His main 
interest was to help Catholics to apply 
what they believe to their daily lives. 

The booklet Spiritual Pages can 
assist and benefit the faith of every 
person regardless of age, gender 
and education. The spirituality of St. 
Louis Guanella is based on Jesus’s 
life: prayer, love and self-discipline. 
The book is organized by topics and 
vocations. It offers opportunities of 
grace and spiritual food to all who 
are called by the Spirit to imitate 
Jesus more closely. St. Louis Guanella 
invites all of us: Take and eat…



Is God Calling You to 
Serve Others?
Among those who are deprived of human and spiritual 
support, we care for developmentally disabled, abandoned 
youth, indigent elderly, and the incurably and terminally ill. 
We are also committed to pastoral and missionary work in the 
Americas, Europe, Asia and Africa. 

The Servants of Charity Priests and Brothers, Daughters of St. Mary of Providence, 
Cooperators and hundreds of members of the greater Guanellian family serve over a 
million brothers and sisters while offering comfort, consolation and support. There is 
room for many others; those needing help and those who want to help. 

Consider joining our mission, making the love of God more and more visible in our 
world. For more information, contact:

Sacred Heart Church 
Fr. Silvio De Nard 
118 Taunton Ave. 
East Providence, RI 02914 
tel: 401-434-0326 
vocations@servantsofcharity.org

St. Louis Center 
Fr. Satheesh Alphonse 
953 E. Michigan Ave.  
Grass Lake, MI 49240  
tel: 270-556-7789 
vocations@servantsofcharity.org

Daughters of St. Mary  
of Providence 
Sr. Brenda McHugh 
953 E. Michigan Ave. 
Grass Lake, MI 49240 
srbrenda@pusj.org



Prayer for Vocations
Pray, we beg You, O holy Mother of 
God, that religious vocations to this 
work of mercy may be multiplied, 
and that those who are called to 
help may be eager to respond for the 
greater glory of God, your honor, 
and the relief of many who suffer in 
misery and abandonment. Amen.

Please consider helping one of our seminarians to  
become a priest or a brother for one dollar a day.
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